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Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. Douglas Stewart, D-O-U-G-L-A-S, S-T-E-W-A- R-T. I'm
here speaking on behalf of One Thousand Friends of Maryland. We are
a statewide organization to protect natural areas, improve public
transportation and restore vibrant towns and cities through education,
research and advocacy.

The Washington Baltimore region in Maryland is the most rapidly
growing part of the state and it will continue to be the most rapidly
growing part of the state over the next years. We urgently need transit to
relieve traffic congestion today and in the future. As one of the fastest
growing corridors, one of the fastest
growing corridors in this region, this area needs transit particularly
urgently.

We need to have a first class transit system here to really bring more
development as an environmental solution that will bring more growth
here and will not only reduce our global warming emissions, but it will
also take more development pressure off areas along the Chesapeake
Bay watershed.

When combined with supportive local land use policies, transit here can
be a catalyst for revitalizing nearby communities and stimulating
economic development.

We think it's important to take a long view when planning projects like
this since the economic, social and environmental impacts will be so
deep and long lasting.

To maximize ridership and to benefit nearby communities, transit must
be planned in conjunction with land use policies that encourage compact
mixed use walkable development.

So we think the effect that the scenarios will have on nearby land uses
are extremely important, although they can be difficult to quantify.

A well planned transit system can transform a community and bring a
large return on investment for local governments and the state, and it will
spur more walking and bicycling trips that will replace car trips.

If we just looked across the river at the Arlington Roslyn Boston Corridor,
we can see the benefits of taking a long view. If there, and just simply as
an example, not in terms of their particular decisions or alignments, but if
they had been thinking about the cheapest system like some other
localities actually had, there would not be nearly as, the Roslyn Boston
Corridor would not be nearly as vibrant and prosperous as it is today.

It has absorbed a huge amount of development and economic growth
with only modest increases in traffic. So I think we should heed that
example.

As one of the state's fast growing corridors, this area merits a significant
investment in transit. If done right and with a long view, transit and smart
growth policies will leverage huge gains for nearby communities and the
economy.

We urge the state to look closely not just at ridership and cost
effectiveness, but also which of the options has the most potential to
spur economic development and revitalization in the surrounding
communities. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1247 DETAIL
First Name : Hans
Last Name : Riemer
Business Name : Act for Transit
Address : 634 Ritchie Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Hi, I'm Hans Riemer. That's H-A-N-S, R-I-E-M-E-R. I'm a resident of
East Silver Spring. I am Vice President of the Action Committee for
Transit. I 'm a member of Silver Spring Advocates, past member of the
Long Branch Citizens Advisory Board.

I'm here to say first that I'm confident that a light rail purple line, and I
believe that light rail is the only mode that can achieve this, will make
East Silver Spring a much better place to live.

First, I imagine the trails. We will finally have a completed trail from
Silver Spring to Bethesda. That will be an enormous benefit to the
community and I cannot wait to get on my bike and bring my family
along for a trip.

The chance for a smooth light rail connection trip to Rockville, to
Bethesda, or up the 270 corridor. All of those will be possible as a result
of the light rail, of the purple line, bringing enormous benefit to the
residents of East Silver Spring and the downtown area.

Going in the other direction, College Park. The University will finally be
within reach as a community benefit for people who live here, whether
that's seminars and classes and events or sporting events. All manner of
opportunities will really be close at hand without getting on the beltway
and slogging through that horrible traffic.

Perhaps most importantly, it will allow the continued improvement and
growth of downtown Silver Spring without requiring more cars.

With the light rail purple line, people can live throughout the Montgomery
County or in Prince George's County and get into downtown Silver
Spring easily, walk to work from the station. They won't have to drive.
That will keep more cars off of our local roads. We'll have cleaner air and
a stronger community as a result.

One thing I would say is I strongly believe we need a stop. It would be
unfortunate if the purple line were to come through our community
without a place for us to get on except for the downtown Metro station.

I urge you to include a stop in Silver Spring for the benefit that it will
provide.

I would like to call your attention to the fact that the students of
Montgomery County, recently the high school students unanimously
endorsed the purple line, 21 high school government organizations.

They want change and they are tired of the fact that Montgomery County
is a community planned around the automobile. They want to see a
significant change in direction.

We heard from one testifying in College park recently. They want to see
a green transportation infrastructure, not just an automobile
transportation infrastructure.

The last thing I would implore you to do is please act fast. This economy
is on a downward path. It could be several yeas before we get to the
upswing and we don't know how low we're going to go.

If we move quickly, we may be able to secure federal funds as part of an
Obama administration stimulus initiative. Let's get this thing moving and
let's get it moving now. Thank you.
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and I am speaking as President of the Action Committee for Transit.

We are a Montgomery County based group of almost 1,000 transit riders
and transit supporters and we strongly support Light Rail for the Purple
Line. It is what these two counties need badly.

We further urge you to look at both medium and high Light Rail options
and pick out the best aspects of those two options and combine them. I
think, in fact, that the Light Rail as you continue to study this will look
even better than it looks now.

Our initial review, and we expect to be working with other people to
submit written comments later, is that the Light Rail versus Bus Rapid
Transit is more favorable in operating costs than your numbers now
show. We also think that the ridership numbers will go up even more as
you look more closely at the University of Maryland campus. This is an
incredibly good project. We are so lucky that we have our major
walkabout job centers, lined up in a row so that we can connect them.

I want to say one other thing. We'll be hearing about all the great things
about this project from lots of speakers. We've already heard about it.
But one thing that's very important to understand is that this is a project
that did not come from the top.

As much as our elected officials have been giving tremendous support to
it, this is something that has bubbled up from the grassroots. And it's the
grassroots in both counties that have kept it moving forward.

This project has been like the "Perils of Pauline." It looked dead, several
times. But it just has so much support from the average voter and the
average commuter that it kept going forward.

Even a lot of the ideas, the Bethesda to Silver Spring idea of Light Rail
came from citizens. The New Carrollton to College Park linkage came
up, as I understand it, out of the ranks of the Prince George's County
Department of Transportation. And we have to remember this is a
People's Project. It's the pressure from the students at Maryland that
have gotten that straightened out.

So we need to keep pushing for this. This is a terrific project and I'm
looking forward to the next great day when we're back for a ground-
breaking.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Geoff Gonella. G-E-O-F-F, G-O-N-E-L-L-A. I'm a resident of
Kensington, Maryland and serve as the volunteer executive director of
the Alliance for Smart Transportation.

The Alliance represents over 300 citizens advocating for smart
transportation solutions for Montgomery and Prince George's counties.
We are not anti-transit, we are not anti-Purple Line. We are, however,
dedicated to promoting fiscally responsible transportation planning that
will bring traffic congestion relief with minimum impact on the
environment and neighborhoods.

As such, the Alliance would like to highlight a few of our questions and
concerns with this project. As the Purple Line plan is the subject of
public discussion, we hear and read much about an ideal transit system.
One which saves energy, runs clean, has minimal impact on the
environment and nearby homeowners, reduces traffic and gets cars off
the road. A system which will offer an option to frustrated commuters
who will no bought spend more time in their cars as the region grows.

In fact, we would strongly support such a system. But as the DEIS
makes very clear, the Purple Line is not that system.

First, as the DEIS states, the Purple Line will have no significant on
reducing traffic congestion. In fact, we are concerned because of the
proposed developments such as the 250,000 square foot project to
Chevy Chase Lake that the Purple Line will actually increase traffic
along major corridors such as Connecticut Avenue.

Second, this project is not cost-effective. According to state figures, the
Purple Line will serve approximately 6,800 new riders, only 20 percent of
the total with a price tag of close to 1.8 billion in 2007 dollars. That
means the system will cost approximately 265,000 dollars per rider.
Third, this project is obsolete before it even starts.

This project as presented will not service the huge expansion of the
National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda and the projected 900,000
new car trips per year. Fourth, the project is not as environmentally
friendly as been represented.

The Purple Line will be built over what is now largely residential and
recreational green space, reducing public access to some of the last
open space in Montgomery and Prince George's counties and requiring
the destruction of a minimum of 1,000 mature trees.

The rail line will have a negative impact on the Capitol Crescent Trail,
used by an estimated 10,000 individuals per week. Fifth, the Purple Line
will negatively impact many neighborhoods along its route. Serious
safety concerns are raised by highspeed trains traveling on residential
streets alongside homes and yards, adjacent to school yards and
pedestrian areas.

Finally, the Alliance believes that there are too many problems and
unanswered questions with the proposed Purple Line. There are other
projects such as the Corridor Cities Transitway that better meet the
transportation needs of the region and corridors that are more critical to
our future. We believe that this project, after 20 plus years of
consideration, is beyond its useful life and is only still under
consideration because of the stubborn, well-financed and well-
connected sponsors.

Please consider the disconnect between the ideal clean, green fantasy
and the reality of the system. We would all long to have the ideal, but the



reality of this system made clear in the DEIS is the Purple Line is not the
answer. The Purple Line is an extravagance we can not afford in these
difficult economic times. Thank you.
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Civic Coalition, a group of residents of downtown Bethesda who came
together in 2003 to oppose development in the central business district,
not in compliance with the sector plan.

As the first generation of homeowners in Bethesda's business district,
we feel a responsibility to shepherd continued growth in our
neighborhood not only for ourselves but for all who enjoy this emerging,
urban center. We feel ourselves to be in a unique position to understand
the ramifications of the many dramatic changes that are being
considered. Plans for the construction of the Purple Line are currently
foremost among them.

Of MTA's 6 current alternatives, the only one we can support is
alternative three, low investment bus rapid transit along Jones Bridge
Road. We feel it would be most effective in alleviating current and future
traffic problems, particularly those associated with BRAC without
creating new traffic problems in Bethesda's central business district.
Such would be the consequences of alternatives four and five, both of
which bring bus rapid transit down the busiest stretch of retail, dining
and entertainment in Bethesda row, the very blocks that we close, to all
traffic 8 or weekends a year for cultural events. The result would be
extreme traffic congestion and peril to pedestrians in this already
dangerous area. Metro and the Bethesda Circulator trolley already do a
fine job of transporting people in this vibrant and attractive
neighborhood.

Our other concerns address quality of life and the creation of successful
urban centers. No great city was ever created by eliminating all open
space from its center. Without Woodmont East Park, the heart of
Bethesda will have lost its primary gathering place. And similarly, no city
has ever benefitted from the destruction of an irreplaceable urban forest
like the Georgetown Branch Trail. We will never regret having preserved
these treasured elements of our city but I guarantee we will rue the day
that we let them go to solve our current transportation problems with a
Year old plan based on outdated assumptions. We need a Purple Line
for today and we ask you to give us a better Purple Line.
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BRT are too many to list in a quick email, but they are serious.

2. Use the original alignment, not Jones Bridge. The Jones Bridge
alignment is worse for riders and worse for the Purple Line.

BUILD THE PURPLE LINE AS LIGHT RAIL ALONG THE
GEORGETOWN BRANCH RIGHT OF WAY!!!!
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Good evening. My name is William Duvall and I'm President of the Board
of Directors at the Riveria at Chevy Chase Condominiums.

On behalf of the Riveria, I thank you for this opportunity. Built n 1965,
the Riviera is an 11-story, 168 unit condominium bordered on three
sides by Montgomery Avenue, East/West Highway and the Capital
Crescent Trail.

The right-of-way for the trail is on the order of just 10 feet from the
foundation of our building.

With our density of population located immediately adjacent to the trail,
we are uniquely and some would say perilously exposed to the noise,
vibration and visual impact of the proposed line.

We understand the federal guidelines use of time weighted averages to
assess the noise and vibration impacts of a project such as this.

It is unreasonable, however, to conclude that purple line disturbance
would be most apparent to us during the weekday, evening and night
hours of operation and all hours of operation on weekends.

We request the MTA's response to two key questions. First, what are the
peak noise and vibration levels we would experience as frequently as
every three minutes.

Second, we note that the LRT would expose the Riveria to ground born
vibration of vibration decibels which exceeds the FTA standard.

Would the vibration decibels be damaging to our building, and what
would be the human response or receptability to this level of vibration?

We cannot accept any risk of damage to our building or annoyance from
ground born vibration.

There is a diversity of opinion among Riveria residents about the costs
and benefits posed by the various purple line options, but we are in
agreement that we must protect the structural integrity of our building
and our quality of life.

To represent this diversity, I am here neither to oppose nor to promote
the purple line, but request that the MTA engineering team in the event
the state selects an option that runs on the trail apply all necessary and
appropriate measures to reduce purple line disturbance to the Riveria.

Such as one, all noise and vibration reducing features of the selected
transit vehicles, transit roadway or track bed. Two, the two-tiered trail
above track level design known as the typical level of the trail right-of-
way instead of placing the trail and track at the same level.

Three, placing any overhead electrical systems on the far south side of
the track. Four, noise and vibration reducing walls or barriers. Five, non-
intrusive lighting on the transitway and trail, and six, a pedestrian
crossing behind our building if you must provide one, the presence of
which in no way reduces the noise and vibration reducing features of the
typical section mentioned in Item 2.

In conclusion, we appreciate and look forward to the MTA's continued
consideration of the Riveria's unique vulnerability to purple line noise
and vibration. Our concerns are valid, measurable, and your answers to
the issues we have raised today are crucial to our understanding of any



effects upon our building structure, our perception of these annoyances
and our quality of life.

On behalf of the 168 Riveria households, I thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Yes. My name is Teena Green, T-E-E-N-A, Green, G-R-E-E-N with no E
on the end. 6011 Darel Street in Camp Springs, Maryland.

I chair the Branch Avenue Focus Group which is a Smart Growth review
group within Prince George's County. I also serve on the Governor's
Task Force for the Future of Maryland, so I'm accustomed to looking at
transportation and development and other issues for the State
throughout the year 2030.

I would like to speak today on behalf of the Branch Avenue Focus Group
and in particular, I guess, in the areas of the Purple Line that are not
there and that would be areas going down to the Blue Line, the end of
the Green Line. I personally live at the end of the Green Line and down
to National Harbor.

We see this as critical for the movement in and about the county and in
and about the region. I think when we look at this area we have to
understand that it's not just our area it's the National Capital Area.

We are expecting and do receive millions of visitors to the Stadium, to
the Stadium there in Landover, and to National Harbor. I think from a
transportation standpoint, we do need to look at being able to supply
transportation needs in that area.

If you live down in this area, you know that on the day that they have a
game you try to leave work early. Okay. And you also know that big
events, whether they're on the Virginia side of the Potomac River or on
our side, it can be challenging getting back and forth across the
Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

So we would ask, that if in any measure, that the Purple Line could
accommodate FedEx Field, that would be ideal. If it could go down as far
as the Green Line and I think when you look at the Green Line, I can use
myself as an example, I live in Camp Springs, Maryland, right there at
the Branch Avenue.

So I can walk to the station and I'm fortunate enough to be able to work
in Prince George's County as well. I work over in New Carrollton at the
Internal Revenue Service.

Metro is not available to me because I don't have an hour and a half to
spend going all the way downtown and then turning around and coming
all the way back to New Carrollton. So I think we need to look at how we
complement the system.

Also when we look at the folks who will be using the lower stations, like
at Branch Avenue, like at Addison Road and Pennsylvania Avenue and
Suitland Road, these people are coming from other counties. The
majority of the people who use the Branch Avenue Metro Station come
from Charles County, and they come from St. Mary's County and I think
that we need to continually factor that in.

So that is just our request that if there is any opportunity for expanding
that or if you're taking priority on where you expand next, we would ask
that you look at those areas south of New Carrollton. Especially those
areas like Branch Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue that feed in to the
Southern Maryland counties. Thank you.
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Maryland, or CASA of Maryland as well. I'm a community organizer and
a tenant organizer.

We want to say that we are in favor of the development of the
community, especially for Langley Park. As we know, it is a low income
and immigrant community for both Prince George's County and
Montgomery County.

We are aware of the positive impact, as Lindsay said, it will have in
Langley Park, such as social and economic benefits, but at the same
time we are also concerned in massive displacement that could occur
from all of this development as well as affordable housing.

We want affordable housing for our tenants and we want them to stay in
Langley Park because this is the only community they know. So we want
them to be active members of the community as well and enjoy. It's a
win/win situation for everybody. That's what we want. Thank you. Thank
you for your time.
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Submission Content/Notes : Guy Johnson. That's G- U-Y, J-O-H-N-S-O-N. I'm a Staff Attorney for
Casa de Maryland, Inc. I'm testifying for the organization and also on my
own behalf.

Casa is a non-profit organization with offices in Silver Spring, Langley
Park, Wheaton, Rockville, and also Baltimore. So locations all along the
proposed purple line.

We serve the immigrant community and provide legal and social service
assistance to day laborers, low income tenants and domestic workers,
among others.

We as an organization support the light rail build out of the purple line for
three main reasons. One, for the job creation and economic
development that will result from the purple line construction.

We also should make certain that these jobs go to local area residents.

Two, for the reduced commuting times for domestic workers and
laborers who are either currently commuting anywhere between New
Carrollton and Bethesda for jobs or whose employment prospects would
be significantly improved by increased access to public transportation.

Three, for the economic and social lift that improved public transit would
give to immigrant drivers who remain locked in expensive battles with
the MVA bureaucracy, auto traffic congestion and the high cost of car
ownership.

We are concerned about the palpable threat of low income tenants,
(inaudible) however that is likely to occur without the passage of
significant protective legislation by state and county authorities in the
wake of the purple line's approval.

As a threshold matter, we would counter that future environment impact
studies either contain a more thorough analysis of the economic and
social impacts of this type of development, specifically with regard to low
income residents and those populations who for various reasons are
vulnerable to market fluctuations.

Ultimately we would counsel the development of the separate
community impact report charged with an in depth analysis of these
related issues. These reports would include one, an employment
assessment evaluating the number and type and accessability of jobs to
be created at the project.

Two, an affordable housing assessment looking at the affordability of the
house created or lost due to the project. Three, a neighborhood needs
assessment determining the project's retail benefits and the service
needs facing the affected neighborhood, such as the need for child care
and access to health services.

We believe the light rail will hold many benefits for our community. It will
also raise property values and residential and commercial rents.

While we support the development of mixed income communities in the
Langley Park and Flower Branch neighborhoods and we welcome the
increased access to employment and services that light rail transit will
bring, we also wish to reiterate that these benefits should accrue to
longstanding members of these communities and that development
should not come at the expense of low income, fixed income and
immigrant populations along the purple line route. Thank you.
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 We represent the 3300 &3400 blks of University Blvd East, The 7800
Blk of Temple Street & the 33 & 3400 blks of Chatham Road
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association takes in the 3300, 3400, blks of University Blvd. e., 7800 blk
of Temple Street, 3300, 3400 blks 0f Chatham Road, 7800 blk adelphi
court, & 3300 &3400 blks of Cool Spring road.
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still not recieving any mailings or other communications from you.
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Annapolis, Maryland representing the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

We have over 100,000 members in Maryland and I'm here to represent
their interest tonight. CBS has been engaged in land use and
transportation issues for over 18 years.

Since 2000 we have been a strong advocate for the purple line. No
information we have seen to date has caused us to change that position.

Concerning the draft EIS, we agree the adverse impacts that are
anticipated will be modest since the purple line will be built on an
existing roadway and right-of-way is purchased specifically for the
purpose of building the purple line, encroachment will be minimal. So
parkland, wildlife habitat and open space.

While some individual and narrow bands of trees may be impacted,
forest area impacts will be minimal. We note that 1.4 acres of wetlands
may be impacted and that this is modest for a project of this size.

Finally we note the extent direct and indirect impacts that will not occur
as a result of an additional 60 to 68,000 transit trips per day with about
1/3 of those as new transit trips will occur if the purple line is built.

We believe the impacts of new roads and highway widenings required to
serve citizens if the purple line is not built will be far more adverse than
those mentioned above.

We urge you to finalize this draft EIS and allow the purple line to move
forward. Thank you.
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Alison Hooper Prost

Maryland Office Attorney

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

6 Herndon Avenue

Annapolis, Maryland 21403

(410) 268-8816

www.cbf.org
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Good evening.  My name is Alan Girard and I manage land-related matters in the 
Maryland Office of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (“CBF”).  Thank you for the 
opportunity to present the testimony of the Foundation on this important matter.  Please 
note that CBF currently has nearly 100,000 members in Maryland.   
 
CBF has been actively involved in land use and transportation matters in suburban 
Maryland for more than 18 years.   We have been deeply engaged in transportation 
planning and analysis at both the regional level, at the Metropolitan Washington 
Transportation Planning Board, and at the local level, with respect to a wide variety of 
particular infrastructure projects and land use issues.  Since about 2000, we have been a 
strong advocate for the Inner Purple Line light rail transit system.   
 
Let me say at the outset that nothing in the information we have seen to date would cause 
us to change that position.  Overall, we believe that a Purple Line system can have very 
positive effects on circumferential travel, improved mobility, and access for many 
thousands of citizens; heightened prospects for improving surrounding communities and 
related growth and economic development (the latter in places where it is already planned 
and long-sought); and a positive impact on the environment in general.  While any such 
system -- being inserted into areas that are already largely developed -- will present 
change and challenge to those communities through which it travels, and some 
environmental impacts, by and large we agree with the findings of the DEIS that adverse 
change will be modest, and ultimately the project will be constructive and affirming. 
 
Since the Inner Purple Line route would mostly be executed on existing roadways and on 
existing ROW that was purchased specifically for such purposes, encroachment will be 
minimal into parkland, open space or wildlife habitat areas; most of the open space 
impacts will occur on the University campus.  While individual trees and narrow bands of 
trees along the route may be adversely impacted (mostly in the ROW of the Georgetown 
Branch), forested area impacts will be minimal overall.   
 



 

 

According to the DEIS, surface and groundwater impacts are also predicted to be 
minimal.  Up to 1.4 acres of some wetlands impacts are possible (mostly due to bridging,) 
but such impacts are modest with a project of this scale, and can be mitigated.  About a 
mile of in-line stream and 13-15 acres of floodplain impacts (mostly due to minor fills 
from additional road/transit-way support) are also possible.  The project would need to 
assiduously protect against erosion with construction on certain soils that occur across the 
area.  Air quality impacts are likely to be positive, with some reduction of automobile-
based mobile source pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions over time. 
 
Finally, as to the travel efficiencies and transportation advantages of moving forward 
with this transit-way, allow me to note that the light rail alternative is expected to 
accommodate from 60,000-68,000 trips per day, with about one third of them new transit 
trips – that is, people getting out of their cars.  If the state were to follow the “no build” 
alternative, average travel time across the area could be as high as 81 minutes within 
twenty years; transit provides from a 25 to 40 minute advantage, depending upon mode. 
 
It is our view that we must begin, finally, to knit together our urban areas not solely with 
new major highways or extensively widened roadways on which travel ever-more cars, 
trucks and buses.  That kind of transportation system will continue to exact a heavy toll, 
through a variety of extensive direct and indirect adverse impacts on community and 
environment.  Rather, it is time to connect our communities and our neighborhoods with 
modern, efficient transit.   
 
Bus Rapid Transit may have some advantages as to “flexibility,” but through-put capacity 
is nowhere near that which could be provided by light rail, and only the light rail option 
provides the certainty necessary to appropriately boost and sustain business interests, 
smart growth, and economic development in the corridor. The beginning of a 
circumferential transit line that connects the spokes of the Metro subway system and, 
more importantly, that links our highly urbanized communities inside the Beltway – the 
Purple Line -- is both necessary and timely.  We commend its moving forward.  
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Chase, Maryland. I am the volunteer president of the Chevy Chase Hills
Civic Association and I'm here as an individual, although representing
my neighborhood, I believe, we're about 60 percent against, 40 percent
for the Purple Line.

I personally am for mass transit. Don't think this is thought out well, don't
think that the MTA advisory board is reporting the comments of citizens
properly. I've yet to see any comment that I have given on the advisory
board regarding the affect that it will have on wildlife, on animals, on
birds, trees have been the only thing that's been mentioned.

There is a lack of green space in the area. I moved down here from
Princeton, New Jersey, that's the only green space that's available and
I'd hate to lose it. So, in the sense of the environment and the sense of
the recreational green space area, I'd like to vote against the Purple Line
rail that is, however, I'm all for the Purple Line bus route. And I think that
that's an important thing to do.

I also think it's important to synchronize the lights on Connecticut
Avenue. I commute back and forth from Chevy Chase to D.C. every day,
the lights are never synchronized properly, which is a waste of gasoline
and its wear and tear on my car.

Second thing would be, it would be nice to have a bus route that would
go from the beltway and/or from Jones Bridge Road all the way into the
city and not stop and have to reconnect on buses. I think that would
save time and space as well. I had an option to live in Silver Spring or
further out, I opted to live in Chevy Chase area just so that I would be
able to walk to the Metro stop, which is about a 10 minute walk from my
house.

I think that other people had the same opportunity to destroy trees,
green space, wildlife, recreation for the, for a few people, for a couple
hundred people I don't think is personally worth the effort for this.

Second thing is, if there is a light rail put on the Georgetown Crescent
Trail, I think that the Maryland Transit Association should build a park on
Connecticut Avenue off of the trail on the Galaxy cleaner section of the
area. That would be on the Columbia Culture section for the neighbors
that would then lose the green space, that would be the least that they
could do. Thank you very much.
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acknowledge receipt.

Terri Lukas
On behalf of Chevy Chase West Neighborhood Association

November 18, 2008
Chevy Chase Neighborhood Association
Chevy Chase MD 20815

Diane Ratclift
MTA Director of Planning
6 St. Paul Street, 9th fl.
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Ms. Ratclift/Hearing Officer:

I am writing this letter on behalf of Chevy Chase West Neighborhood
Association (CCWNA), representing an unincorporated neighborhood of
more than 400 households (bordering Bethesda on the north, Somerset
on the south Wisconsin Ave. on the east and Little Falls Parkway on the
west).

On behalf of CCWNA members who use mass transit regularly, I am
urging the MTA to choose the Purple Line option that is the most
efficient in terms of travel times, the least expensive in terms of fares,
and the most environmentally sensitive in terms of impact on air quality
and noise levels.   CCWNA also speaks for taxpayers and from their
perspective, urges the MTA to choose a Purple Line option that costs
the least to build and maintain, is the most efficient in terms of attracting
people to use it instead of cars, and preserves and protects the quality of
our environment.   If these factors are taken into account, CCWNA is
sure that the MTA will reject any Purple Line option that involves putting
light rail or rapid bus transit on the Georgetown Branch of the Capital
Crescent Trail.

CCWNA supports the community coalition of neighborhoods that calls
itself “Rethinking the Purple Line”.  This coalition agrees with the
independent reviews of MTA’s “Purple Line Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement” (AA/DEIS) that find MTA’s analyses to
be deficient on all the important factors that should be determining the
alternative of choice for the Purple Line.    Living as we do in a crowded
metropolitan area, we want a Purple Line to be built.  But it is a false
choice that MTA is presenting to citizens, i.e., between having a
desirable Purple Line and a protected Georgetown Branch Trail.    We
can and should have both, and the fact that our elected and appointed
public officials are trying to convince us of the reverse is a betrayal of
public trust in the governance of the County and State.

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)  with dedicated lanes that connects directly to
the expanding NIH campus from Silver Spring using existing roads, is
the least costly Purple Line option to build, maintain and use and will
carry the greatest number of riders.  It also promises to be a clean option
because the County is replacing its bus fleet that runs on diesel fuel with
one that uses natural gas.  It will avoid clear cutting 15 acres of mature
trees that protect our streams, our air and our quality of life.

Critically, BRT on existing roads avoids confiscating the Georgetown
Branch of the Capital Crescent Trail that is used by thousands of citizens
and visitors every year and has been growing in popularity ever since it
was opened.   Cities all over the U.S. have spent tax dollars trying to



build and maintain trails such as the Capital Crescent. It is shocking and
disgraceful to think that our public officials are working in the opposite
direction: to take a beautiful and popular trail away from users even in
the face of our widespread opposition.

November 18, 2008 (cont’d.)
CCWNA

CCWNA urges MTA and its elected local and state officials to rethink its
previous assumptions about Purple Line options and respect what
people are telling them about the importance of preserving the Capital
Crescent Trail in its present form.  If this happens, we are sure that a
Purple Line option will be selected that will serve our collective
transportation needs well into the 21st century.

Sincerely yours,

Terri Lukas
4703 Morgan Drive
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

cc:
• Co-Presidents CCWNA,  Sue Andersen and Melanie Folstad

• Governor Martin O’Malley
o  Governor@gov.state.md.us
o 100 State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401

• Montgomery County Council Executive Ike Leggett
o ocemail@montgomerycountymd.gov
o 101 Monroe St., 2nd fl., Rockville, MD 20850

• County Council President Michael Knapp
o County.council@montgomerycountymd.gov
o 100 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850

• County Council Delegate, District 1:  Roger Berliner
o County.council@montgomerycountymd.gov
o 100 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 2050

• U.S. Representative (8th District):  Chris Van Hollen
o Joan.Kleinman@mail.house.gov
o 51 Monroe St., Suite 507, Rockville, MD 20850
• Planning Board Chairman Royce Hanson
o MCP-Chairman@mncppc-mc.org
o Planning Board, M-NCPPC, 8787 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD
20910

• State Delegate District 16:   Brian Frosh
o Brian-frosh@senate.state.md.us
o Miller Senate Office Bldg., Annapolis, MD 21401

Attachments : CCWNA.pdf (27 kb)



November 18, 2008
Chevy Chase Neighborhood Association

Chevy Chase MD 20815

Diane Ratclift
MTA Director of Planning
6 St. Paul Street, 9th fl.
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Ms. Ratclift/Hearing Officer: 

I am writing this letter on behalf of Chevy Chase West Neighborhood Association (CCWNA),
representing an unincorporated neighborhood of more than 400 households (bordering Bethesda 
on the north, Somerset on the south Wisconsin Ave. on the east and Little Falls Parkway on the 
west). 

On behalf of CCWNA members who use mass transit regularly, I am urging the MTA to choose 
the Purple Line option that is the most efficient in terms of travel times, the least expensive in 
terms of fares, and the most environmentally sensitive in terms of impact on air quality and noise 
levels.   CCWNA also speaks for taxpayers and from their perspective, urges the MTA to choose 
a Purple Line option that costs the least to build and maintain, is the most efficient in terms of 
attracting people to use it instead of cars, and preserves and protects the quality of our 
environment.   If these factors are taken into account, CCWNA is sure that the MTA will reject 
any Purple Line option that involves putting light rail or rapid bus transit on the Georgetown 
Branch of the Capital Crescent Trail.

CCWNA supports the community coalition of neighborhoods that calls itself “Rethinking the 
Purple Line”.  This coalition agrees with the independent reviews of MTA’s “Purple Line 
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement” (AA/DEIS) that find MTA’s
analyses to be deficient on all the important factors that should be determining the alternative of 
choice for the Purple Line.    Living as we do in a crowded metropolitan area, we want a Purple 
Line to be built.  But it is a false choice that MTA is presenting to citizens, i.e., between having a 
desirable Purple Line and a protected Georgetown Branch Trail.    We can and should have both, 
and the fact that our elected and appointed public officials are trying to convince us of the reverse 
is a betrayal of public trust in the governance of the County and State. 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)  with dedicated lanes that connects directly to the expanding NIH 
campus from Silver Spring using existing roads, is the least costly Purple Line option to build, 
maintain and use and will carry the greatest number of riders. It also promises to be a clean 
option because the County is replacing its bus fleet that runs on diesel fuel with one that uses 
natural gas. It will avoid clear cutting 15 acres of mature trees that protect our streams, our air 
and our quality of life.  

Critically, BRT on existing roads avoids confiscating the Georgetown Branch of the Capital 
Crescent Trail that is used by thousands of citizens and visitors every year and has been growing 
in popularity ever since it was opened.   Cities all over the U.S. have spent tax dollars trying to 
build and maintain trails such as the Capital Crescent. It is shocking and disgraceful to think that 
our public officials are working in the opposite direction: to take a beautiful and popular trail 
away from users even in the face of our widespread opposition.  



November 18, 2008 (cont’d.)
CCWNA

CCWNA urges MTA and its elected local and state officials to rethink its previous assumptions 
about Purple Line options and respect what people are telling them about the importance of 
preserving the Capital Crescent Trail in its present form.  If this happens, we are sure that a
Purple Line option will be selected that will serve our collective transportation needs well into the 
21st century. 

Sincerely yours, 

Terri Lukas
4703 Morgan Drive
Chevy Chase, MD 20815  

cc: 
� Co-Presidents CCWNA,  Sue Andersen and Melanie Folstad

� Governor Martin O’Malley 
o Governor@gov.state.md.us
o 100 State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401 

� Montgomery County Council Executive Ike Leggett
o ocemail@montgomerycountymd.gov
o 101 Monroe St., 2nd fl., Rockville, MD 20850

� County Council President Michael Knapp
o County.council@montgomerycountymd.gov
o 100 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850

� County Council Delegate, District 1:  Roger Berliner 
o County.council@montgomerycountymd.gov
o 100 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 2050

� U.S. Representative (8th District):  Chris Van Hollen
o Joan.Kleinman@mail.house.gov
o 51 Monroe St., Suite 507, Rockville, MD 20850 

� Planning Board Chairman Royce Hanson
o MCP-Chairman@mncppc-mc.org
o Planning Board, M-NCPPC, 8787 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910

� State Delegate District 16:   Brian Frosh  
o Brian-frosh@senate.state.md.us
o Miller Senate Office Bldg., Annapolis, MD 21401 
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Joseph Davies, J-O-S-E-P-H, D-A-V-I-E-S. I'm here on

behalf of Citizens Against Beltway Expansion, an organization of citizens
and citizens associations located around the beltway in Montgomery
County, opposed to the expansion of the current beltway by the addition
of toll lanes or otherwise.

As part of our position, we support public transportation and Smart
Growth as better alternatives to highway expansion. In this regard, we
support the construction of the Purple Line. We believe that by fostering
public transportation, the Purple Line is a major step in the right direction
and a better alternative to expenditure public money on highway
expansion, which has failed to solve the problem of congestion.

We also believe that the Purple Line is a far better option to toll roads on
the beltway, which will be affordable only by the well off, since the Purple
Line will support transportation across the spectrum of our society.

In our view, a light rail option is the best alternative for the Purple Line
since it would be more efficient and economical over the long run. Our
position is more fully elaborated at our website at
www.nobeltwayexpansion.org. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Dear Chairman Hanson;

Please accept the attached testimony on behalf of The Citizens
Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights.  This testimony was
delivered at one of
the State's public hearings on November 18th, and we ask that you
accept it for the record as CCCFH's testimony in the Planning Board's
hearing on
Thursday.

Attachments : CCCFH Purple LineTestimony.pdf (22 kb)



Representing the Citizens Associations of Brookdale, Chevy Chase Village, Chevy Chase West, Drummond, 
Green Acres-Glen Cove, Kenwood, Kenwood Condominium, Somerset, Somerset House I, Springfield, Sumner, 

Sumner Village Community Assoc., Western Avenue, Westmoreland and Wood Acres
.

Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights, Inc.

Testimony on: Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
Purple Line, Transit Line

Date: November 18, 2008

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.  My name is Ron Tripp, and I am speaking tonight on behalf 
of the Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights.  The CCCFH is an umbrella organization 
representing 15 Civic associations south of downtown Bethesda.  Representing over 10 thousand households, 
our organization has been an advocate for more livable communities in our down county region for more than 
35 years.

For the past twenty years we have also been supporters of the Capital Crescent Trail … from the time 
the right of way was purchased, through the wise decision to dedicate over half its length exclusively to trail 
use.  But, it’s been alarming to our communities to watch as the transitway has morphed from a single-track-
trolley, connecting Bethesda with Silver Spring, to the massive 1.6 Billion dollar, sixteen mile, double tracked, 
multi-car-train proposed today.  Justification, once thought to be traffic relief, is now expressly stated in the 
DEIS to be economic development, specifically naming Bethesda and Connecticut Avenue at Chevy Chase Lake
as development opportunities.

The DEIS ignores the effect excessive development has on the livability of our communities, including 
added congestion on Connecticut Ave, Rockville Pike/Wisconsin Ave, and River Road.  Since development is 
the justification, then the DEIS should include an expanded study of the direct and secondary impact of transit 
related development on the roadway network in and around Bethesda.

The DEIS also fails to address the huge impact the BRAC changes will have on our traffic.  N-I-H and 
The Naval Medical Center will generate over 34,000 jobs (nearly as many as in all of Bethesda, and equal to 
the jobs in Silver Spring); and over one million visits to the Medical Center are expected annually.  The County 
BRAC task force has called for a new entrance to the N-I-H Metro station on the east side of Wisconsin 
Avenue, which underscores the importance of public transportation there.  Nonetheless, the DEIS fails to use 
the Purple Line as a tool in addressing this challenge.  And, by tilting the studies in favor of the Bethesda 
Metro, the DEIS produces studies biased in favor of that connection.

At this preliminary stage we urge the state to acknowledge that BRAC has changed the underlying 
travel assumptions, and it requires that a Purple Line to the medical facilities be seriously studied.  The low 
investment B-R-T option using Jones Bridge Road is poorly designed, ignores true B-R-T technology, and 
unfairly apportions costs not included in other options.  When that B-R-T option is properly designed, when 



CCCFH Testimony on AA/DEIS (Purple Line)

costs are fairly apportioned, and when ridership correctly noted, B-R-T to BRAC is the most reasonable 
alternative. 

Our other major concern is the huge negative impact transit will have on the present and future 
segments of the Capital Crescent Trail.  Over 10,000 people use this trail each week.  The loss of trees, the lack 
of adequate width for the safe use by this number of users, the limited access points, and the closure of the 
tunnel for trail users (requiring a dangerous at grade crossing at Wisc Ave ) is an unacceptable price to pay 
when there is a ready alternative that removes the transit from much of the trail and also addresses the BRAC 
related expansion at the Naval Medical Center.

CCCFH shares and endorses the key principles set forth by the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail, the 
most important of which is trail Continuity.

� Any plan must include a Continuous off-road paved trail from downtown Bethesda to the Silver Spring 
Transit Center that avoids at-grade crossings.

� Funding for the trail must be included in the Purple Line project.  
� The Width of the paved trail should be at least twelve (12) feet.
� A Planted Buffer should be constructed between the edges of the gravel buffer and the barrier to the 

transit line.
� Local Neighborhood Access to the trail must be maintained comparable to present access.
� Integrate the Trail & Transit Line so users can easily cross from one to the other as much as possible.
� Both Trail and Transit should arrive at the Silver Spring Transit Center at the same level with easy 

connections to Metro bus and rail, MARC Rail and the Met Branch Trail

Why destroy the Crescent Trail while ignoring the huge impact BRAC will have on traffic?  Why rail?  
Why Bethesda?  Instead of enriching Bethesda and Chevy Chase developers, let’s save the trees, finish the trail, 
and address BRAC’s impact on traffic.
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Submission Content/Notes : Thank you. I'm Ron Tripp.5 It's R-O-N, T-R-I-P-P. I'm speaking tonight
on behalf of the Citizens Coordinating Committee in Friendship Heights,
an umbrella organization representing 15 civic organizations south of
downtown Bethesda. CCCFH representing over 10,000 households has
been an advocate for more livable communities in our down county
region for more than 35 years.

For the past 20 years we've also been supporters of the Capitol
Crescent Trail and it's been alarming to watch as the transit way has
morphed from a single track trolley from Bethesda to Silver Spring to the
massive 1.6 billion dollar, Mile, twin track, multi-car train proposed today.

Justification once thought to be traffic relief as now expressly stated in
the Draft to be economic development, specifically naming Bethesda
and Connecticut Avenue at Chevy Chase Lake is development
opportunities. The Draft ignores the affect that excessive development
has on the livability of our communities, included added congestion on
Connecticut and Wisconsin Avenues and River Road.

Since development is a justification, then the DEIS should include an
expanded study of the direct and secondary impact of transit related
development on the roadway network in and around Bethesda. The
Draft also fails to address the huge impact the BRAC changes will have
on our traffic. NIH and the Naval Medical Center will generate over
34,000 jobs and over one million visits to the Medical Center are
expected annually.

The county BRAC task force has called for a new entrance to the NIH
Metro Station east of Wisconsin Avenue, which underscores the
importance of public transportation there. Nonetheless, the Draft fails to
use the Purple Line as a tool in addressing this challenge. And by tilting
the studies in favor of the Bethesda Metro, the Draft produces studies
biased in favor of that connection.

At this preliminary state, we urge the state to acknowledge that BRAC
has changed the underlying travel assumptions and it requires that a
Purple Line to the medical facilities be seriously studied. The low
investment BRT option using Jones Bridge Road is poorly designed,
ignores true BRT technology, doesn't fairly apportions cost not included
in other options. When that BRT option is properly designed, when costs
are fairly apportioned and when ridership correctly noted, BRT to BRAC
is the most reasonable alternative.

Our other major concern is the huge, negative impact transit will have on
the present and future segments of the Capitol Crescent Trail. Over
10,000 people use this trail each week. The loss of trees, the lack of
adequate width for the safe use by this number of users, the limited
access points and the closure of the Wisconsin Avenue tunnel for trail
users is an unacceptable price to pay when there's a ready alternative
that removes the transit from much of the trail and also addresses the
medical center expansion.

Why destroy the Crescent Trail while ignoring the huge impact BRAC
will have on traffic, why rail, by Bethesda, instead of enriching Bethesda
and Chevy Chase developers let's save the trees, finish the trail and
address BRAC's impact on traffic? Thank you.

Attachments : Written Testimony. CCC Friendship Hghts.pdf (2 mb)
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capital B-R-Y-O-N. I reside at 3906 Montgomery Lane in Bethesda,
Maryland, 20814. I'm testifying on behalf of city homes of Edgewater,
we're a community of townhomes in downtown Bethesda. We're in favor
of the Purple Line, we favor a Jones Bridge Road Alignment as being
the best way to go.

Obviously, with the advent of Walter Reed's population moving to the
Bethesda Navy Hospital site, Walter Reed had approximately one million
visitors a year, so a large number of people will be moving into that
arena and we think bypassing the Jones Bridge
area would not be wise to do. And we think while the light rail is the
preferable way to travel, Jones Bridge
Road should be the alignment.

Obviously, the preferable route would be to underground from Bethesda
to Silver Spring and working with the congressional delegations, we
should be able to do that. I can recall when I was a congressional staffer
working for two members of Montgomery County walking along 270 in
order to get the Falls Road interchange provided for. I would think that if
we do our planning we should think wisely about how we do this and if
we take the time to plan it well now we need to make use of that Jones
Bridge Road corridor and tie it back into the Metro. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : Yes, my name is Andrew Fellows. First name Andrew, A-N-D-R-E-W,
last name Fellows, F-E-L-L-O-W-S.

I'm the Chesapeake Regional Director for Clean Water Action which fully
supports both this segment, the New Carrollton to Bethesda light rail
purple line.

We support it if that were the only segment, but we also support an
excited anticipation for an eventual circumferential route that encircles
the Washington Metropolitan area.

This is the right kind of development. This is the right kind of
transportation policy, and with the election of Barrack Obama, we are at
the beginning of a new era in federal transportation policy that will be
more transit friendly than the current administration, but it doesn't reduce
the need for the State of Maryland to move really full speed ahead
towards moving to more transit funding and looking to move projects like
the purple line as quickly as possible.

The Bethesda to New Carrollton line both addresses some of the
regional inequities. Historically in the Washington Metropolitan area as
outlined in the Brookings Institution Region Divided report, it serves a
corridor along University Boulevard that has one of the biggest ridership
potentials in the entire Washington Metropolitan area.

I think the purple line alignment really should be focused on areas that
have the highest ridership potential, and that includes the area of the
University of Maryland looking to connect the center of campus to the
proposed east campus to the coming east campus into the College Park
Metro station.

What is especially exciting to proponents of clean water, when you think
about the needs for investing in existing communities and finding ways
of leveraging private sector dollars for stormwater retrofits and upgrades,
that is a crucial part of restoring (inaudible) pasture river, which we're
already going to be investing millions of dollars for that restoration, and
also other tributaries to the Potomac River west of here like Rock Creek.

The need for finding transportation that serves existing communities that
doesn't force individuals to be dependent on cars for a means of travel. It
both reduces the vehicle miles trip, reduces the air pollution, addresses
climate change by reducing the emissions and greenhouse gases.

But it also serves existing communities and further investment in our
communities for things like water infrastructure upgrades for doing
stormwater retrofits that are going to restore water quality to the
Anacostia and Rock Creek.

Finally I say this partly because I'm the Chesapeake regional director of
Clean Water Action, but as a resident of College Park, as a former
College Park city council member, as a former Chair of the, Vice Chair of
the Transportation Planning Board for the Washington Metropolitan
Area, transit funding is in moving away from car dependent
transportation funding and towards transit funding is a national wave and
it's also an international wave.

So I thank you for holding this hearing and moving in this direction.
Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : PURPLE LINE TESTIMONY

BY

ANDREW FELLOWS,
CHESAPEAKE REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF CLEAN WATER ACTION

NOVEMBER 2008

.           Clean Water Action fully supports the initial 16.4 mile segment of
the Purple Line, and would support it if that were the only segment,
though we also support it as the beginning of a circumferential line
providing a rail alternative to the Washington Beltway.

.           Light rail transit is much more likely than buses as a means of
revitalizing and enhancing existing communities along the proposed
Purple Line corridor.

.           The Purple Line will inspire re-development, which is important to
restoring regional water quality in a number of ways:  It takes advantage
of existing water infrastructure, rather than requiring new pipelines and
wastewater systems; it speeds the upgrade and repair of that existing
water infrastructure; it leverages private sector dollars to share part of
the cost of retrofit upgrade for stormwater management (reducing
flooding, wastewater pipe breaks, drinking water pipe breaks, reducing
the quantity and velocity of the flow of stormwater, which erodes banks
and pollutes our streams in multiple ways.  We are in the process of
investing millions of dollars in restoring the Anacostia River and it’s
tributaries here in Prince George’s County and in Montgomery County.
The Purple Line, by spurring new investments in our communities, is a
crucial part of that restoration.  Similarly, it is a key part of the restoration
of other tributaries of the Potomac River, such as Rock Creek.

.           The Purple Line will reduce the demand for unsustainable sprawl
development which requires new water and transportation infrastructure
on current farmland or undeveloped green belts outside of the existing
suburbs.  It is the anti-ICC – which is a $3 billion project to add
automobile and truck capacity to a region, while providing no relief for
existing traffic congestion.   The Purple Line reduces the perception of
need to sprawl ever outwards, and thus reduce the demand for ruining
the headwaters of many of the tributaries that flow through our
communities, such as the Paint Branch here in College Park.

.           By providing one-seat rapid transit service for the most transit-
dependent community in the metropolitan region outside the District of
Columbia: the Adelphi, Langley Park, Takoma Park and Long Branch
communities in the International Corridor along University Boulevard, the
Purple Line will help address the longstanding regional inequities of
transportation planning and land use, as outlined in the Brookings
Institution study entitled “A Region Divided.”

.           Here in College Park, it will connect the center of campus with
the coming East Campus and the College Park Metro.  It will provide an
alternative to driving to and from College Park and our campus.



Andrew Fellows
Chesapeake Regional Director
Clean Water Action
1010 Vermont Avenue, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
202-895-0420, x102
afellows@cleanwater.org

Attachments : Clean Water Action.pdf (26 kb)



PURPLE LINE TESTIMONY 
 

BY 
 

ANDREW FELLOWS,  
CHESAPEAKE REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF CLEAN WATER ACTION 

 
NOVEMBER 2008 

 
  
 
.           Clean Water Action fully supports the initial 16.4 mile segment of the 
Purple Line, and would support it if that were the only segment, though we also 
support it as the beginning of a circumferential line providing a rail alternative to 
the Washington Beltway. 
  
 
.           Light rail transit is much more likely than buses as a means of revitalizing 
and enhancing existing communities along the proposed Purple Line corridor. 
 
 
.           The Purple Line will inspire re-development, which is important to 
restoring regional water quality in a number of ways:  It takes advantage of 
existing water infrastructure, rather than requiring new pipelines and 
wastewater systems; it speeds the upgrade and repair of that existing water 
infrastructure; it leverages private sector dollars to share part of the cost of 
retrofit upgrade for stormwater management (reducing flooding, wastewater 
pipe breaks, drinking water pipe breaks, reducing the quantity and velocity of 
the flow of stormwater, which erodes banks and pollutes our streams in multiple 
ways.  We are in the process of investing millions of dollars in restoring the 
Anacostia River and it’s tributaries here in Prince George’s County and in 
Montgomery County.  The Purple Line, by spurring new investments in our 
communities, is a crucial part of that restoration.  Similarly, it is a key part of the 
restoration of other tributaries of the Potomac River, such as Rock Creek. 
 
 
.           The Purple Line will reduce the demand for unsustainable sprawl 
development which requires new water and transportation infrastructure on 
current farmland or undeveloped green belts outside of the existing suburbs.  It 
is the anti-ICC – which is a $3 billion project to add automobile and truck capacity 
to a region, while providing no relief for existing traffic congestion.   The Purple 
Line reduces the perception of need to sprawl ever outwards, and thus reduce 
the demand for ruining the headwaters of many of the tributaries that flow 
through our communities, such as the Paint Branch here in College Park. 
 
  
.           By providing one-seat rapid transit service for the most transit-dependent 
community in the metropolitan region outside the District of Columbia: the 
Adelphi, Langley Park, Takoma Park and Long Branch communities in the 
International Corridor along University Boulevard, the Purple Line will help 



address the longstanding regional inequities of transportation planning and land 
use, as outlined in the Brookings Institution study entitled “A Region Divided.”  
 
 
.           Here in College Park, it will connect the center of campus with the coming 
East Campus and the College Park Metro.  It will provide an alternative to driving 
to and from College Park and our campus.  
 
 
Andrew Fellows 
Chesapeake Regional Director 
Clean Water Action 
1010 Vermont Avenue, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20005 
202-895-0420, x102 
afellows@cleanwater.org 
  
  
 
 
 



 - RECORD #86 DETAIL
First Name : Cheryl
Last Name : Cort
Business Name : Coalition for Smarter Growth
Address : 4000 Albemalre St, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : cheryl@smartergrowth.net
Submission Content/Notes : When are the next public meetings related to the purple line? Is it the the

DEIS or EIS public meetings?

Thank you.



 - RECORD #1351 DETAIL
First Name : Stewart
Last Name : Schwartz
Business Name : Coalition for Smarter Growth
Address : 4000 Albermane Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Stewart Schwartz. My name is spelled S-T-E-W-A-R-T, S-C-
H-W-A-R-T-Z. I am the executive director for the coalition for smarter
growth. We are an 11-year-old regional organization working in
Maryland, D.C. and Virginia founded by many of the regions leading
conservation groups, many of whom have been working on
transportation and land use solutions for this region since even before
our formation.

We're focused on ensuring transportation and develop decisions are
made with genuine community involvement and accommodate growth in
a sustainable way while revitalizing communities, providing more
housing and travel choices and conserving our natural and historic
areas.

We strongly support the light rail alternative directly connecting
downtown Bethesda with Silver Spring, Langley Park, the heart of the
University of Maryland campus on Campus Drive, Riverdale Park and
the New Carrollton Transit Center. Our endorsement follows detailed
analysis of the study findings, including the bus alternatives sited by the
town of Chevy Chase. We recognize, and certainly understand, the
complexities and the local concern over the near term loss of trees. We
are an environmental organization and we know that your community
and this community here is filled with strong environmentalists.

But it is our conviction that the light rail alternative along the Georgetown
Branch right-of-way offers the best solution for the environment for this
region.

LRT moves the most people in the shortest time, diverts more auto
traffic, consumes less energy, emits less pollution and greenhouse
gases and are far more effective at promoting revitalization and other
non-auto trips by walking and biking. We would also site WABA, the
Washington Area Bicyclists Association, endorsement of the project.

The Classic Chesapeake Bay Foundation report networkable
communities demonstrated that a network of transit and transit oriented
development would significantly reduce driving and traffic while also
reducing the loss of land, forest and filtering so necessary for saving the
bay. Global warming is the greatest environmental threat that we face.
And rising energy prices, inevitable with less oil and world growth,
threaten our economy, competitiveness and national security.

Buildings and transportation are 75 to 80 percent of our pollution and our
energy use. Transportation is a third of this, overall the total use. It's
going to be green buildings and transit friendly, transit accessible
walkable neighborhoods that will be the key.

Creating this network of transit oriented development is what this region
needs to do and every region in our country needs to do. At the same
time, investment in light rail will help anchor our older communities,
enhance property values and bring new housing and business
opportunities. It offers permanence and connects the jobs of the west
side of the region to the workers on the east side but also will in the
future, also help us promote more jobs on the east side of the region.

It is critical to the revitalization of our neighboring community of Prince
George's County. It would be disastrous if division in this community
resulted in this project not moving forward, particularly not moving
forward as a light rail project and that we would end up with more
sprawling development throughout our region, more highway projects
that don't solve congestion. The best long-term solution for this region
and for this nation are networks of transit tied particularly to light rail



transit.

Not to exclude bus transit in their appropriate places, but that is what
we're going to need for the future, for economic competitiveness and to
stop and fight climate change. We strongly endorse the Purple Line and
the light rail. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2190 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Gray
Business Name : The Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail
Address : P.O. Box 307073
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20824
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Written Testimony. Coalition 4Cptl Crscnt Trl.pdf (3 mb)









 - RECORD #1334 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Gray
Business Name : Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail
Address : P.O. Box 307073
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20824
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Peter Gray, P-E-T-E-R, G-R-A-Y. I'm the Chair of the
Coalition for the Capitol Crescent Trail Board. The Coalition spearhead
of the effort to have Montgomery County National Park Service obtain
the Georgetown Branch Railroad right- of-way in the 80's and to then
build the current Capitol Crescent Trail, including the portion over which
the Purple Line may one day run.

Coalition has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars and contributed to
many projects along the trail, including the bumpouts and the Rock
Creek Bridge, and additional lighting inside the Wisconsin Avenue
Tunnel. We've also engaged in continuous advocacy efforts to ensure
the trail is usable and safe for all users.

Today, the trail is used by hundreds of thousands of walkers, bicyclists
and runners, making it one of the most used trails in the area, if not the
nation.

It's my purpose in giving this testimony to outline some important
principals that we hope will guide MTA and Montgomery County in
shaping the Purple Line plans and the impact of those plans on the trail.
We want to strongly emphasize first the principal of continuity. The end
result of the Purple Line project must be continuous, off road trail without
interruption between downtown Bethesda and the transit center in
downtown Silver Spring. This means keeping the trail inside the tunnel
under Wisconsin Avenue and avoiding at-grade crossings at
Connecticut, Jones Mill Road, 16th Street and Colesville Road. Includes
putting portions of the trail in the CSX right-of-way where necessary.

Number two, funding for the completed trail must be identified as part of
the overall project. No part of the Purple Line transit way should begin
construction until funding for the Capitol Crescent Trail is assured.

The DEISAA unfortunately has language that appears to place total
responsibility for the funding of the trail as completed, completely in the
hands of Montgomery County. This raises fears that the trail will be
sacrificed from the project when costs rise.

At the same time, the DEIS does not have a separate section detailing
plans for the trail. There are also significant omissions and
inconsistencies regarding the trail in the DEIS which the coalition will
address in written form to the MTA and others at a later date. These
omissions and inconsistencies involve factual issues that need to be
sorted out before finishing the final version of the ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT.

Finally, a minimum width of the trail should be 12 feet paved, not 10 feet
as noted in the DEIS, which two feet of grab on either side, except
where the right-of-way can only accommodate a narrower, wide,
narrower paved trail. County planning staff has acknowledged that a 12-
foot paved width would be safer than a narrower one. In short, we need
to have the trail be completed, off road, continuous and fully funded.
Thank you.



 - RECORD #3003 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Kelly
Business Name : Chair, CPABC
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : billkelly322@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Hi Diane, Greetings from Ellicott City and Happy New Year. We at

CPABC fully support the Purple Line (Just Like Metro) and Bike Trails
along the Purple Line. We believe in Rails/Trails and Trails with Rails.
The Purple Line is well overdue and needs to move ahead. The UofM in
College Park is the largest auto destination (100,000 Auto Trips per Day)
and needs a good mass transit connection from the west where most of
the students/fauculy live. Hope to see you in Annapolis for our 12th
Annual Bicycle Symposium on Wed. Feb 4., 2009. Thank youi for all
your great work over the years. Bill K. Chair-CPABC.



 - RECORD #392 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Gallagher
Business Name : Columbia County Club
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Scan001.pdf (111 kb)
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First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name : Columbia Country Club
Address : 7900 Connecticut Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Country Club Comments.pdf (27 mb)

Columbia Country Club_Supplemental Comments.pdf (2 mb)















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 - RECORD #1424 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Pillote
Business Name : Columbia Country Club
Address : 5104 Allan Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Bob Pillote, that's B-O-B, P-I-L-L-O-T-E. I'm

a member of Columbia Country Club where I serve on the board of
governors and I'm appearing here tonight on the club's behalf.

In addition to the statement we are making at this hearing, we will also
be submitting detailed written comments before the close of the
comment period. But tonight I simply want to highlight a few critical
points based upon our review of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement to date.

First, we all know that the D.C. Metro area faces major traffic congestion
problems. Many assert that the Purple Line will help solve this problems.
However, the DEIS candidly admits that construction of the Purple Line
will have no significant impact in reducing regional traffic congestion.

Second, the cost of constructing the Purple Line will be substantial and
the DEIS acknowledges that the state share of monies needed to fund
the construction of the project and its ongoing operation and
maintenance will most likely have to be raised in the form of new state
taxes. This comes at a time when both the county and state are making
drastic cuts and expenditures, including transportation services in order
to balance their budgets.

The club submits that it does not make any sense as a matter of sound
transportation policy or sound fiscal policy to impose significant, new
taxes to fund a project that will not reduce regional traffic congestion. In
fact, if a light rail system is built, increased development of Chevy Chase
Lake and similar areas will increase traffic congestion along Connecticut
Avenue and other major corridors.

Third, the DEIS asserts that the purple is cost justified under FTA
funding formulas. Based upon our initial review, it appears that MTA may
have grossly understated project cost and grossly overstated claimed
project benefits. Also, much of the detailed information underlying MTA's
calculation of project cost and benefits has not been disclosed in the
DEIS or the accompanying technical reports.

In a letter we submitted yesterday, the club has requested the MTA to
produce the missing information for public review.

Finally, the DEIS asserts the construction of the Purple Line along the
Georgetown Branch right-of-way west of Connecticut Avenue will not
harm the club or the trail. Both conclusions are wrong. In fact,
construction of the Purple Line will have a major negative impact on the
trail and will have significant adverse impacts on our historic club. We
join our neighbors and the thousands of trail enthusiasts in opposing the
Master Plan alignment. Thank you.



 - RECORD #413 DETAIL
First Name : Yochanan
Last Name : Zakai
Business Name : Co-op America
Address : 11908 Tildenwood Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please build the Purple Line as light rail, not just another bus line.



 - RECORD #1066 DETAIL
First Name : Eric
Last Name : Peek
Business Name : Coquelin Run Citizens Association
Address : 8717 Susanna Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PEEK@MRIS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

We wanted to convey our concern about the proposed alignment for he
Purple Line. There have been numerous meetings and Public forums by
MTA that try to show that the Purple Line will be of minimum impact and
provide much need transit to our comity.

Most of the residents of the Coquelin Run Citizens Association are very
much opposed to the destruction of our most valuable natural resource
in our community. There are many other more workable and less
expensive alternatives that would address the primary problem of transit,
rather than the creation of a small Kentlands type community in North
Chevy Chase.

We have spoken at length with Senator Madaleno and Delegate
Waldstreicher. Both have told us that the State Senate and Delegates
will be meeting in January of next year to cut over a billion dollars from
the State budget. I don't understand how a project that we feel is
primarily
planned to increase development rather than solve a transit problem
would be a good expense of scarce State and County funds.

We are not against solving the transit problems, we want it done in a
way that will not be immediate obsolete. This is also combined with the
lack of ridership numbers necessary to obtain Federal Funds. Please
consider other more practical plan proposed by Councilmember
Elrich to use existing roadways with dedicated bus lanes during rush
hours.

The governments are feeling the pinch that taxpayers have been feeling
for several years now. We are one of the most highly
regulated and restricted  and taxed municipalities in the country. When
the money is not there it is important to look at other more reasonable
alternatives.

The most disturbing thing about the Purple Line Plan is that no regard is
given to the existing trees and the enjoyment that our residents derive
from the Trail.

Eric Peek,
President
Coquelin Run Citizens Association
301-728-7426
8717 Susanna Lane
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815



 - RECORD #1118 DETAIL
First Name : Eulois
Last Name : Cleckley
Business Name : Demarche Alliance
Address : 1629 K Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20036
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : E-U-L-O-I-S C-L-E-C-K-L-E-Y. Good morning. My name is Eulois
Cleckley and I'm testifying today in support of the Light Rail Alternative
for the Purple Line.

Currently I serve as the Executive Director of the DeMarche Alliance, a
nonprofit organization that focuses on educating traditionally under
served, low-income and minority communities around transportation
issues.

In order to improve the awareness of this specific project, the DeMarche
Alliance has worked extensively with several organizations to provide
outreach to communities and residents along the corridor. Focusing on
those under served communities in the central and eastern portions of
the alignment, i.e., Long Branch, Tacoma Park, Silver Spring, Riverdale,
etc.

Numerous community meetings were held and information was passed
out to new locations to include community centers, apartment
complexes, county libraries, and retail establishments. The majority of
the residents reached were apartment tenants, as over 60 percent of the
residents along the corridor are renters and 54 percent are ethnic
minorities according to the DEIS.

This method of outreach provided an opportunity for these populations to
voice their opinions and concerns as well educate these residents on
further ways to be engaged in the planning process.

As a result of our outreach we found that many residents after attending
a meeting or receiving information grasped the conceptual plan and
were holistically in favor of the project. Over 150 participant signatures
and 25 statements have been made in support of the light rail version of
the project thus far.

However, several conclusions are apparent. Overwhelming, residents
believe that the current travel conditions make trips to work and
entertainment centers west and east along the corridor, arduous.

Transit users are restricted to buses which provide long commutes and
wait times due to traffic and inconsistent bus schedules. For example, it
takes Prince George's County residents 11 percent longer in commute
times to work compared to the residents of Montgomery County
according to the latest census numbers.

Many residents in these communities have no vehicles or use transit
extensively. For example, several elderly residents from the Park Ritchie
Apartment Complex in Tacoma Park either take the Ride-On Bus or the
J4 Metro bus line to get to Silver Spring to pick up essentials.

This simple trip can take up to 45 minutes to an hour including wait time.
A Light Rail option is expected to decrease travel times along routes that
residents already take by approximately 30 percent.

Residents saw more value in a Light Rail Option other than a Bus Option
as well. The overall feeling was the bus alternative proposed to operate
along the route will travel along side passenger traffic, thereby providing
no additional relief to congestion.

Ultimately residents are truly hungry for better communities, better
access to jobs, and decent amenities. For example, residents in
Riverdale, feel left out because of the lack of variety of retail
establishments and good paying jobs.



Prince George's County has 262,000 jobs compared to 406,000 jobs in
Montgomery County according to the latest census. An according to the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 21 percent of the residents along
the corridor rely on transit to get to work.

The Purple Line will help ad Prince George's County's vision to create
technology corridors resulting in potential job opportunities closer to their
residences. Overall. And I'm finishing up. Overall, after talking to various
communities and residents, the elderly, the disabled, black, white,
Hispanic, Asian, Ethiopian, and low-income citizens, the theme is the
same. The Purple Line is a great idea and it's ultimately needed.

Residents of traditionally overlooked populations want health care
facilities, a safer environment, reliable and decent transportation. Simply
stated, the Purple Line is very good and it's a viable choice.
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EAST BETHESDA CITIZENS ASSOCIATION (EBCA) COMMENTS ON THE MARYLAND TRANSIT 

ADMINISTRATION’S DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS 

(DEIS) FOR THE  

PURPLE LINE TRANSIT SYSTEM 
 

 

JANUARY 14, 2009 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INTRODUCTION:   EAST BETHESDA’S CRITICAL LOCATION AND CONCERNS 

 

EBCA is one of the oldest and largest citizens associations in Montgomery County.  Established 

in the 1930's we represent over 1,200 households and approximately 5,000 residents.   

 

Our community is sandwiched between the two potential Purple Line route alignments:  the 

Master Plan alignment on the Georgetown Branch Trail forms our neighborhood’s eastern 

boundary, while the Jones Bridge Road alignment forms our northern boundary.  Consequently, 

the association is very concerned with potential Purple Line routes and designs and how the 

MTA has assessed the significant potential environmental impact on our neighborhood.   

 

The DEIS seeks to identify impacts and propose mitigations for potential adverse environmental 

consequences of the various transit system alternatives.  We applaud this first step.  EBCA 

believes, however, that MTA has generally failed to provide in the DEIS explanation or evidence 

of sufficient safeguards against the Purple Line negatively impacting East Bethesda.  Though the 

EBCA has long maintained a policy of opposing any project that would degrade our residents’ 

use of the Georgetown Branch Trail as a hiker/biker byway, this does not necessarily mean that 

any mass transit on the Master Plan Alignment would be opposed; rather, EBCA seeks 

assurances and fully funded measures that would guarantee that a well-landscaped, well-lit trail 

of sufficient width and separation from the mass transit system can be constructed and 

maintained.  At present, the DEIS does not provide confidence in these regards. 

 

Further, we find the MTA’s analysis of construction-related impacts – noise, dust, denial of trail 

access, etc. – far too brief and lacking in detail.  Finally, the DEIS does not adequately address 

noise and air other impacts attendant to the long-term operation of a transit system on the Master 

Plan Alignment.   
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REQUEST 1:   EBCA REQUESTS GREATER DETAIL, INCLUDING ON DESIGN AND 

FUNDING, REGARDING THE PROPOSED REPLACEMENT TRAIL IF A PURPLE 

LINE MASS TRANSIT SYSTEM IS TO RUN ON THE MASTER PLAN 

ALIGNMENT. 

 

The specific LRT and BRT proposals in the DEIS along the Master Plan alignment would 

change the nature of the Georgetown Branch Trail forever.  Yet, the proposed replacement trail 

is ill defined, under-designed, and most importantly, not funded.  

 

The present Georgetown Branch Trail is enjoyed by our residents as an urban green space and 

nature corridor, as a linear park upon which many of our children first learned to ride a bicycle, 

as a quiet jogging path, and as a commuter route for cyclists and walkers.  In many respects, the 

trail is East Bethesda’s public commons.  Therefore, our primary concern is that the proposed 

replacement trail should serve as many, if not all, of the functions of the existing trail.   

 

A. Trail Funding Must Be Guaranteed Before Any Alternative is Approved and 

Ground Is Broken 

 

The most shocking omission in the DEIS is the lack of dedicated funding for the trail, which 

MTA assumes would come from Montgomery County.  EBCA is gravely concerned that this 

assumption reflects the second-class status of the trail in the Purple Line project relative to the 

transit system despite the many positive impacts the trail has had on so many people’s lives in 

our area.  Our concern becomes all the more acute given that we are entering a period of 

budgetary restraint.  Yet, there is no guarantee that even if a transit system is built, a trail will 

also be built. Notwithstanding statements by MTA and county officials that the trail is an integral 

part of the project, EBCA is firmly convinced that if there is no money, there will be no trail.  

One need only look to the Inter-county Connector project, which at one time promised an 

adjacent trail that was later shelved in major part for want of funding, which would have come 

entirely from Montgomery County.   

 

Please also consider the Capital Crescent Trail.  This trail is being loved to death:  at times there 

are too many users for its width; snow not cleared in winter; its cracked and uneven surface has 

long needed to be repaved; its root bumps and frost heaves need to be ground down, and; it needs 

to be widened.  Yet all authorities responsible for the trail say the same thing:  none of these 

things can be done because there is no money.  EBCA refers you to the recent report by David 

Dionned of Integrated Trail Management that was commissioned by the county parks 

department.  It describes in greater detail the current deficiencies of the Capital Crescent Trail.  

These design deficiencies are presently engineered into the Georgetown Branch replacement 

trail.  MTA and Montgomery County has a chance to build a trail right, from the start.  Neither 

MTA nor Montgomery County should ignore this opportunity.  

 

The Capital Crescent Trail problems also highlight that the requirement of guaranteed funding is 

not limited to the trail’s construction, but also to its maintenance in perpetuity.   
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 B. Trail Width Should be Sixteen Feet and Accommodate Lanes for Faster Users 

 

The replacement trail ought to serve all of the purposes of the present trail.  Chief among them is 

the need to accommodate many and diverse users traveling by different modes and at different 

speeds.  Indeed, the Georgetown Branch Trail is no less a commuter thoroughfare than the 

mechanized transit systems proposed to be erected upon it.   

 

The DEIS refers to the County Standard 10-foot wide trail.  This is plainly insufficient.  The 

current Capital Crescent Trail width varies from 8-12 feet.  That width has proven too narrow, 

the result of which has been occasional severe accidents and frequent overcrowding. EBCA 

believes that even the twelve-foot width, as proposed by several other local organizations. would 

only be a stop-gap, requiring future widening at greater expense.   

 

Thus, EBCA suggests a trail width of sixteen feet.  Examples of trails this wide, which in most 

cases include a separate lane for faster users are the Cushman Trail, Pierce County, Washington, 

the West Orange Rail Trail, Orange County, Florida / Cady Way Trail, Orlando, Florida, the 

Lakelands Trail, Hamburg Township, Michigan, the Northeast Diagonal Trail, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, and the Maumee River Trail, Toledo, Ohio.   

 

 C. Trail Amenities:  Landscaping, Lighting, Striping 

 

Landscaping:  The current trail is a quiet, tree-lined, natural haven and wildlife corridor.  We 

understand that a replacement trail running alongside a major mechanized transit system will not 

be remotely similar.  We note that the DEIS expects vegetation to be provided in large part by 

adjacent property owners and that such would maintain the current trail’s “tree cover and visual 

character.”  This suggestion borders on the ludicrous. One adjacent property owner may plant tall 

trees along the back of his property, while another may pave the back of his lot and store rusting 

cars there.  Also, one presumes that tall, overarching trees will not be permitted if the LRT plan 

is selected because they could interfere with the catenary wires.  Thus, the replacement trail is 

destined to be much more urban in character.  The DEIS should have recognized this openly.  

The Purple Line should specifically include landscaping to render the replacement trail as green 

and leafy as possible.  EBCA also requests greater clarity on how the wildlife corridor that the 

present trail represents would be maintained. 

 

Lighting:  A key to the new trail being safe would be lighting.  EBCA believes that the trail need 

not be fully lit, but that periodic lamps or lit zones would enhance the trail’s use, especially 

during the evenings and the Winter months. 

 

Striping:  To accommodate the maximum number of users safely, the trail should be striped.  

Ideally striping would designate a lane for faster moving users.  Essential, however, would be 

striping to divide the directions of travel and striping that would mark the trail’s edge.  The 

rationale is identical to that for automobile roadways.  Every effort should be made to render the 

replacement trail as safe as any other public byway. 
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 D. Trail / Transit Separation:  The Ten-Foot Proposed Buffer is Too Small 

 

EBCA believes that as currently proposed the trail use experience will be severely diminished by 

virtue of having a large train or bus whoosh by every three minutes. Therefore, the buffer 

between the gravel edge or wall of the transit system and the trail should be as wide as possible 

and landscaped to provide the densest possible vegetation screen separating the two. 

 

 E. Trail Interconnect is Lacking 

 

The misleading mantra of some groups favoring mass transit on the Georgetown Branch Trail 

has been, “Build the Rail, Complete the Trail,” meaning that constructing the Purple Line would 

result in a completed hiker/biker trail.  Yet, the DEIS calls only for a trail into Silver Spring.  

Critically, it is lacking interconnect to other trails in the region, several of pass through Silver 

Spring near the proposed Purple Line.  Were completing the trail truly a priority, then 

interconnect between the Purple Line trail and these other trails, especially the Sligo Creek Trail, 

would have been contemplated and addressed.  EBCA requests that MTA provide connections 

between the Purple Line Trail, Metro’s Red Line, and other area trails.   

 

REQUEST 2:   EBCA REQUESTS THAT THE MTA APPLY THE BEST AVAILABLE 

TECHNOLOGY TO ELIMINATE IMPACTS ON EAST BETHESDA DURING 

CONSTRUCTION.  EBCA ALSO REQUESTS THAT MTA AND 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMPENSATE EAST BETHESDA FOR THESE 

CONSTRUCTION-RELATED HARDSHIPS. 

 

Regardless of the alignment chosen or the mode or transport, East Bethesda will suffer 

inordinately from the impacts of constructing the Purple Line.  EBCA therefore requests that 

MTA apply the best available technology to eliminate construction-related impacts, which may 

last as long as six years according to some estimates.  These impacts will include:  years of 

denied access to the Georgetown Branch Trail (assuming that alignment is chosen), noise from 

construction, construction equipment and construction vehicles, increased traffic through the 

neighborhood of construction vehicles and workers, dust from construction, construction-related 

runoff, and the potential use and storage of hazardous materials. 

 

EBCA notes that its construction related hardships are not offset by improved transit services or 

increased mobility and accessibility, as claimed in the DEIS.  These improvements are slight at 

best given that no stops are planned in our neighborhood and that the vast majority of our 

neighborhood’s mass transit users commute toward downtown Washington and not eastward 

within the county.  

 

Because of these construction related hardships EBCA requests that MTA and Montgomery 

County establish a fund for the exclusive use of East Bethesda.  East Bethesda would use these 

funds to, among other things, improve the playgrounds and playing fields at Lynbrook Park, add 

park benches and landscaping in common areas throughout the neighborhood, and create and 

maintain new park areas.  EBCA looks forward to working with MTA and Montgomery County 

toward the establishment and implementation of this fund. 
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REQUEST 3:   EBCA REQUESTS THAT THE MTA APPLY THE BEST AVAILABLE 

TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE TRAINS IN THE LRT ALTERNATIVES RUN AS 

QUIETLY AS POSSIBLE AND FOR THE FEIS TO DESCRIBE THIS 

TECHNOLOGY IN DETAIL. 

 

The Purple Line will run along East Bethesda’s boundaries.  Our residents, therefore, have an 

interest greater than many others in the county for the transit system to be as quiet and 

unobtrusive as possible.  The DEIS contemplates a combination of vehicle skirts, wheel covers 

and barrier walls to achieve noise reduction.  EBCA requests whether this is the best available 

technology that would still not constitute an eyesore.  EBCA does not believe we have to choose 

between a quiet system and an ugly system.  MTA often showed photographs of systems using 

“grass tracks” as a noise mitigation technique.  Yet the DEIS ignores this option.  Please explain. 

 

REQUEST 4:   EBCA REQUESTS THAT THE MTA APPLY THE BEST AVAILABLE 

TECHNOLOGY TO MITIGATE ANY VISUAL IMPACTS DUE TO THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A TRANSIT SYSTEM ON THE MASTER 

PLAN ALIGNMENT. 

 

The DEIS proposes landscaping, fencing and other screening, such as earthen berms to mitigate 

visual impacts.  These are inadequately described.  In the case of East Bethesda, were a transit 

system to run along the Master Plan alignment, tall retaining walls would likely have to be 

constructed facing our neighborhood.   Please explain how to minimize the visual impact of 

these.   

 

Because the construction of a transit system will create substantial new additional impervious 

surfaces and likely involve tall retaining walls, EBCA seeks that MTA explain how these 

drainage challenges will be met.  EBCA notes that were a BRT system built, employing existing 

roads, no additional impervious surfaces would be created. 

 

REQUEST 5:   EBCA REQUESTS THAT THE MTA APPLY THE BEST AVAILABLE 

TECHNOLOGY TO MITIGATE ANY AIR IMPACTS DUE TO THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A TRANSIT SYSTEM ON THE MASTER 

PLAN ALIGNMENT. 

 

EBCA questions the DEIS assumptions about improved air quality from reducing auto trips as a 

result of the Purple Line.  Whether BRT or LRT, these systems have to be fueled.  In the case of 

BRT, the fuel would be diesel, which apparently is relatively cleaner than the equivalent number 

of vehicles.  For the LRT, the fuel would be electricity generated primarily at coal-fired power 

plants whose exhaust plumes cover our area.  EBCA is concerned that the DEIS and MTA in its 

rhetoric have miscalculated the total energy budget for the proposed alternatives, erring on the 

side of underestimating the impact from light rail systems.    EBCA, therefore requests that MTA 

guarantee that if light rail is constructed that it run in significant part on electricity generated 

from clean sources, such as solar or wind power.  If BRT is to be constructed, then a similar 

guarantee should be provided that the fuel be derived in significant part from biodiesel and that 

the cleanest possible (least-emitting) diesel engines are used. 
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EBCA notes that the construction of transit on the Master Plan alignment would result in the 

clear-cutting of hundreds of mature trees.  A mature tree can absorb nearly 50 lbs. of carbon 

dioxide per year, produce significant quantities of breathable oxygen, mitigate runoff, and 

contribute to local cooling.  EBCA requests how the loss of these trees will be mitigated. 

 

REQUEST 6:   EBCA REQUESTS GREATER EXPLANATION AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE 

EXPENSE FOR THE MEDIUM INVESTMENT LRT ALTERNATIVE THAT HAS 

BEEN ENDORSED BY MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING STAFF. 

 

A. Specific County-Borne Expenses 

 

Not only does the DEIS contemplate that all expenses for the construction and maintenance of 

the replacement of the trail would fall on the taxpayers of Montgomery County, the DEIS is 

unclear about operation and maintenance costs for the LRT system, potential cost overruns 

during construction, landscaping, station construction and maintenance costs, the Bethesda 

Metro stop interchange, and additional policing.  In short, EBCA is not convinced that the DEIS 

has contemplated the full potential burden of the endorsed LRT system on the taxpayers of 

Montgomery County and EBCA.   

 

EBCA notes that our residents are already among the most heavily taxed in Montgomery County 

due in large part because property valuations are high near transit.  We are concerned that the 

new transit system, could impose additional tax costs.  We seek the County and MTA to lay out 

more clearly what will be the full costs for the system. 

 

B. Non-County Costs 

 

The lion’s share of the burden for the Purple Line would fall on authorities other than 

Montgomery County, i.e. the state and federal governments.  Yet all of these are funded in part 

by EBCA members as taxpayers.  Two assumptions are critical:  (1) that the fares for the 

MNCPPC staff endorsed LRT would be insufficient to cover operating costs, and (2) that the 

Purple Line would not, by MTA’s admission, result in significant numbers of cars being taken 

off of our congested roadways.  In light of these truths, EBCA is concerned that the LRT options 

for the Purple Line have the potential to pose a continuing financial burden on taxpayers yet 

without significant benefit to our overall transit requirements.  

 

In particular, EBCA has not been convinced that either the predicted ridership or the projected 

time savings merit the construction of any of the LRT options or even the high investment BRT 

option.  EBCA seeks the MTA to provide greater justification that MNCPPC staff endorsed LRT 

plan optimizes public investment. 
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REQUEST 7: EBCA REQUESTS GREATER JUSTIFICATION FOR (A) EXCLUDING THE 

EXPANSION OF THE WALTER REED NATIONAL NAVY MEDICAL CENTER 

FROM ITS APPARENT ROUTE CONSIDERATIONS, AND (B) WHY LRT 

ALTERNATIVES ARE FOR A TWO-TRACK SYSTEM WHEN THE PROJECT 

ORIGINALLY CONTEMPLATED A SINGLE TRACK FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

AND FISCAL REASONS. 

 

EBCA finds the conclusion given in the document, Implications of the Defense Base 

Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Process, “[I]mpacts of BRAC on travel in the Bethesda area 

are notable more for the additional  delays expected on area roadways than for the potential 

contributions to Purple Line ridership,” difficult to comprehend.  Please provide more data to 

back up this conclusion.  EBCA is also concerned that in public gatherings MTA told EBCA 

members that BRAC would have no appreciable impact on the region’s mass transit.  Yet the 

DEIS presumes that BRAC will result in increased ridership on the Purple Line if the Jones 

Bridge Road BRT is built.  Please reconcile this change. 

 

EBCA also seeks additional justification for a two-track system, which originally was not 

contemplated.  A single-track system could lessen many of the adverse impacts discussed herein.   

 

NOTE: EBCA EXPRESSES ITS DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE PURPLE LINE 

ADVISORY GROUP AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE PUBLIC VETTING 

PROCESS. 

 

The Purple Line Advisory Group (MPAG) ended up being, in effect, a debating society minus 

the debate.  It had no mandate other than to meet and discuss.  The members never voted on any 

issue and never reached any conclusions.  The MPAG merely served, then, to both flesh out 

details in documents otherwise available to the general public on the internet and to be a forum 

for venting emotions.  I applaud that the county took pains to produce experts who could provide 

additional information, but even then, this process was flawed.  In particular, I point to the 

presentation on January 22, 2008 MPAG meeting, which was given by MTA ridership 

forecasting expert, Greg Benz, who had assumed that everyone in the room favored one of the 

LRT options.  He, therefore, spoke almost exclusively about how to cook the ridership numbers 

to justify building such a system – manipulating figures to produce the highest possible “Total 

User Benefit” figure for LRT.  He saw instances of past poor modeling as successes as long as 

ridership eventually reached economically sustainable levels.  Houston and Charlotte were 

examples he gave, nonetheless noting that the forecasts were wrong.  He also noted that his 

computer programs could not accurately predict the Metro’s Red Line.  This did not inspire 

confidence. 

 

In short, EBCA felt that the MPAG process was intended from the start to consist of a lot of 

talking, but not to amount to anything of consequence.  In effect, the MPAG served to allow 

MTA and county officials to say that there was public input, but without the MPAG’s input 

having any impact whatsoever.   
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CONCLUSION:   

 

EBCA represents a pro-mass transit neighborhood.  Indeed, even among our neighborhood’s trail 

users a proportion favors the construction of a mass transit system on the trail.  But EBCA knows 

that the Devil is in the details and that the DEIS is short on critical details regarding the 

potentially severe impacts that our neighborhood will suffer.  Our concerns, as summarized 

above, should be given extra weight given East Bethesda’s critical location and number of 

residents.  This project is in our backyard.  We are not saying “no.”  Rather, we are saying that 

MTA ought to do it right, exploring every possible alternative fully and without making 

assumptions that favor one alternative over another.  We are also terribly concerned about the 

lack of dedicated funding for a proper replacement trail.  This issue is a line in the sand for our 

neighborhood.  Unless and until such funding is guaranteed and a better trail design conceived 

and presented, EBCA will continue to vigorously oppose any mass transit project on the Master 

Plan alignment. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David Saltzman, First Vice President 

East Bethesda Citizens Association 

 



 - RECORD #1344 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Saltzman
Business Name : East Bethesda Citizen Assocs
Address : 4414 Maple Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : It's David Saltzman, D-A-V-I-D, last name Saltzman, S-A-L-T-Z-M-A-N.
There's two of us here tonight, thanks. You all set? Okay. Thank you for
giving me the opportunity to express the perspectives of the East
Bethesda Citizens Association on the suggested Purple Line
alternatives.EBCA is one of the oldest and largest citizens associations
in Montgomery County, established in the 1930's, we represent over
1,200 households and approximately 5,000 residents.

Our community is sandwiched between the two potential transit
alignments. The Master Plan Alignment on the Georgetown Branch Trail
forms our eastern boundary, while the Jones Bridge Road Alignment
forms our northern boundary. Consequently, the association is very
concerned with the potential Purple Line designs and how the MTA has
accessed the significant potential environmental impact on our
neighborhood.

We believe that the MTA has failed to accurately access the impact on
our community. The EBCA has long opposed any transit plan that
degrades the utility of the Georgetown Branch Trail, which is enjoyed by
our residents as an urban green space and nature corridor, as a linear
park upon which many of our children first learn to ride a bicycle, as a
quiet jogging path, and as a commuter route for cyclists and walkers. In
many respects, the trail is east Bethesda's public commons.

The specific LRT and BRT proposals favored in the DEIS along the
Master Plan alignment would not merely degrade the trail, they would
obliterate it. The proposed replacement trail is ill-defined, under-
designed and most importantly not funded. Thus, we can not yet
endorse it as a worthy substitute. The most shocking omission in the
DEIS is the lack of dedicated funding for the trail, which MTA assumes
would come from Montgomery County. EBCA now asks the county and
MTA where is the money? Will it be enough to build a proper trail? Will it
be enough to maintain it? To light it? To landscape it? To build a few
park benches along it, perhaps? Or, especially in these times of
tightening budgets and rising taxes, will the county abandon the trail idea
all together once the trees have been cut the transit system is built?

Therefore, unless and until dedicated funds of sufficient magnitude are
procured for the construction and long-term maintenance of a proper
trail, EBCA will continue to oppose mass transit along the Master Plan
alignment.

Regarding the proposed trail's design, the DEIS refers to a county
standard 10-foot wide trail. Yet this is the same design of the current
Capitol Crescent Trail, which is plagued by problems associated with
over use, crowding, accidents and confrontations. EBEA therefore
recommends the consideration of a 16-foot wide trail that would
accommodate separate bike lanes which is the case in five trails in
different states.

The DEIS also says that tree and vegetation cover along the new trail
would be provided by adjacent property owners. This is wishful thinking.
One adjacent homeowner may plant tall trees along the back of his
property, while another may pave the back of his lot and store rusted
cars there.

Finally, we believe that the MTA dismisses the many impacts our
neighborhood would suffer during construction, which includes our loss
of the trails use for four to six years. Therefore, at this time we firmly are
in opposition to mass transit along the Master Plan Alignment. Thank
you.
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First Name : David
Last Name : Saltzman
Business Name : Vice President, East Bethesda Civic Association
Address :
City : East Bethesda
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Submission Content/Notes : Statement of the East Bethesda Citizens
Association (EBCA) Concerning the Purple Line AA/DEIS
David Saltzman, Vice President, EBCA
Member of Montgomery County Purple Line Advisory Group
November 18, 2008

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to express the perspectives of
the East Bethesda Citizens Association (EBCA) on the suggested Purple
Line alternatives.

EBCA is one of the oldest and largest citizens associations in
Montgomery County. Established in the 1930's we represent over 1,200
households and approximately 5,000 residents.

Our community is sandwiched between the two potential transit
alignments: the Master Plan alignment on the Georgetown Branch Trail
forms our eastern boundary, while the Jones Bridge Road alignment
forms our northern boundary.  Consequently, the association is very
concern with potential Purple Line designs and how the MTA has
assessed the significant potential environmental impact on our
neighborhood.

We believe that the MTA has failed to accurately assess the impact on
our community.  The EBCA has long opposed any transit plan that
degrades the utility of the Georgetown Branch Trail, which is enjoyed by
our residents as an urban green space and nature corridor, as a linear
park upon which many of our children first learned to ride a bicycle, as a
quiet jogging path, and as a commuter route for cyclists and walkers.  In
many respects, the trail is East Bethesda’s public commons.

The specific LRT and BRT proposals in the DEIS along the Master Plan
alignment would not merely degrade the trail; they would obliterate it.
The proposed replacement trail is ill defined, under-designed, and most
importantly, not funded.  Thus, we cannot yet endorse it as a worthy
substitute.

The most shocking omission in the DEIS is the lack of dedicated funding
for the trail, which MTA assumes would come from Montgomery County.
We now ask the county, where is the money?  Will it be enough to build
a proper trail? Will it be enough maintain it, to light it, to landscape it, to
build a few park benches along it? Or, especially in these times of
tightening budgets and rising taxes, will the county abandon the trail idea
altogether once the trees have been cut and the transit system is built?

Therefore, unless and until dedicated funds of sufficient magnitude are
procured for the construction and long-term maintenance of a proper
trail, EBCA will continue to oppose mass transit along the Master Plan
alignment.

Regarding the proposed trail's design, the DEIS refers to a county
standard 10-foot wide trail. Yet this is the same design of the current
Capital Crescent Trail, which is plagued by problems associated with
overuse – crowding, accidents and confrontations. EBCA therefore
recommends the construction of a 16' wide trail that would
accommodate separate bike lanes, which has been done in at least 5
other states.

The DEIS says also that the tree and vegetation cover along the new
trail would be provided by adjacent property owners. This is wishful
thinking. One adjacent homeowner may plant tall trees along the back of
his property, while another may pave the back of his lot and store rusting



cars there.

Finally, we believe that the MTA dismisses the many impacts our
neighborhood would suffer during construction, which includes our loss
of the trail's use for 4-6 years.

Therefore, at this time, we remain firmly in opposition to mass transit
along the Master Plan alignment.

Attachments : Wrttn Sttmnt. EBCA.pdf (339 kb)
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First Name : Bob
Last Name : Colvin
Business Name : East Silver Spring Citizen's Association Board of Directors
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : December 30, 2008

MCP-Chairman@mncppc-mc.org

RE:  Testimony - Staff Recommendations for the Purple Line

We are troubled that the Planning Staff recommendations require a
detailed analysis of the community impacts of only one of the two routes
suggested for further study and not the other.   We request that this
disparity be rectified and that the Planning Board require the Maryland
Transit Administration (MTA) to provide equitable analyses for both
options.

The staff has recommended the surface route on Wayne Avenue as
their preferred option and listed very specific community impacts that
MTA will be required to analyze and mitigate. However, the staff is only
requiring a generic “study” of a hybrid option that includes an extended
tunnel under Wayne Avenue. The recommendations imply that MTA is
only required to provide cost estimates for the tunnel option and no other
impacts will be reviewed.

Since the AA/DEIS dismissed the tunnel option under Wayne Avenue as
too expensive, it provided no analyses of the tunnel’s community
impacts. The tunnel option under Wayne Avenue involves tunneling
under several other streets and has the potential for major impacts on
the residents of East Silver Spring.  We have actively participated in
MTA focus groups for several years and have only received limited
verbal answers to our concerns about this option.  Some of these
responses seem to contradict FTA standards.  Therefore, it is imperative
that MTA provide documentation of the impacts a tunnel would have on
this community – both during construction and operation.

We ask the Planning Board to add the following specifics to MTA’s
required analyses for the tunnel route:

NOISE AND VIBRATION:

The tunnel under consideration begins under Georgia Avenue and
continues under Silver Spring Avenue, Grove Street and Bonifant Street
before it reaches Wayne Avenue.  This tunnel would run under
numerous homes on very narrow streets with minimal, if any, setback
from the street.  These homes are 50-85 years old and would be very
sensitive to damage from vibrations and construction.  The Staff’s
recommendation to study a tunnel is too broad and will result in an
inadequate analysis of the impacts on these homes.



For example, MTA engineers told us on several occasions that the
tunnel would be approximately 25 feet under the homes.  However,
FTA’s 2006 Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment (“FTA 2006
Assessment”), pg. 7-8 states:  “Problems with ground-borne vibrations
and noise are common when there is less than 50 feet between a
subway structure and building foundations.”

This study also reports that noise and vibration levels increase and are
problematic depending on, not only the depth of tunnel, but the type of
structure above the tunnel, type of track, type of wheel, etc.

How deep a tunnel is MTA planning?  What types of structures, wheels,
track, etc. are anticipated?  How will these choices impact/mitigate noise
and vibration in these homes?

VENTS/AIRSHAFTS/EMERGENCY EXITS:

According to MTA, vents/airshafts and emergency exits would be
located on public property – most likely in the intersections, e.g. Grove
and Thayer/Bonifant.  This is a very densely populated neighborhood
with very narrow streets. Therefore, noxious or hazardous fumes from
these vents would linger and be more likely to permeate living quarters.
What types of fumes are anticipated?  What does MTA suggest to
measure and mitigate this potential hazard?

CONSTRUCTION/COMPENSATION:

We have received only verbal assurances from MTA that they will not
take any homes and that it will be safe for residents to remain in their
homes during construction.  MTA needs to document this with specific
details.  For example:

How realistic is this, if only 10 % of the engineering study is complete?
What is the chance that unanticipated problems during construction will
require the “taking” of homes?

How are homeowners/residents protected, if there is damage/injury
during construction?  Will the homes be bonded?

What is the process for negotiating compensation for ground rights
under affected properties?



We recognize that at this late date in the process, it will be difficult to
subject this route to the same public scrutiny as was available for the
other routes.  However, it is essential to the credibility of this project that
this route be given the same scrutiny as the surface route and equitable
time for public input.

We urge you to require more detailed analyses in your
recommendations for MTA’s further study of this tunnel route to address
these impacts and to allow for an adequate public comment period after
these analyses have been completed.

Sincerely,

East Silver Spring Citizen’s Association

(ESSCA) Board of Directors

Bob Colvin

President

cc:  County Council

       MTA
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Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. Karen Roper, K-A-R-E-N, R-O-P-E-R. I'm here today
representing East Silver Spring Citizens Association or ESSCA.

All three of the proposed routes through East Silver Spring fall within
ESSCA boundaries and are within one mile of one another. East Silver
Spring has been identified by MTA, the planning board and our elected
officials as the most difficult part of the entire proposed purple line.

It is an urban environment without a public right-of-way and without an
identified route in the master plan. Any route through these
neighborhoods would have considerable impacts on this community.

Unfortunately, the public discussion of the purple line has shortchanged
East Silver Spring by focusing almost exclusively on traffic relief which is
a relatively minor goal of this study.

After all, $1.5 billion to remove 15,000 to 20,000 vehicle trips from our
roads is hardly cost effective and cannot stand alone as a reason to
build the purple line.

The emphasis on traffic has inhibited the discussion of one of the major
goals of the purple line which is economic development. The issue in
East Silver Spring is how much negative impact our community is
expected to absorb in order to enhance the development of the Long
Branch community and Langley Park/Takoma Park community.

We would like to ensure that the community impacts for all of the options
for East Silver Spring are given the public attention and discussion they
deserve. However, time constraints allow me to focus on only one.

ESCCA is opposed to the Silver Spring Thayer route and would like our
objections to this route noted for the record.

According to the DEIS, of all the proposed routes for the purple line, the
Silver Spring Thayer route has the most extensive negative impacts on
the community.

This route has the most displacements, the most loss of parking, the
most impact on parks, streams, forests, and the most visual impacts. All
of this in a community which as reported in the DEIS, qualifies as an
environmental justice area.

The impacts from the tunnel, the fly over on Piney Branch and the -
means behind the elementary school were not discussed in detail. The
DEIS also did not present essential analyses for the Silver Spring
Thayer option that were reported for alternative routes.

Ridership numbers, travel times, traffic studies, cost estimates, noise
analysis and air quality analysis were not included in the DEIS for the
Silver Spring Thayer route.

Since there is not enough time left in the decision process to present
these missing analysis and allow for equitable public comment, the
Silver Spring Thayer alignment should be dropped from consideration
immediately.

It would be unconscionable for the planning board, MTA, the county
council or the Governor to choose the Thayer Silver Spring option which
would have such a devastating impact on the community and absolutely
no reported benefit to the purple line project whatsoever. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1752 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas F.
Last Name : Jennings
Business Name : Eastern Village Cohousing Community
Address : 7981 Eastern Avenue, Unit 313
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ENNEANINE@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews, and Ms.

Ratcliff:

Earlier this month the Montgomery County Planning Department staff
added their voice to the growing list of endorsers of the medium Light
Rail option using the Master Plan alignment and I am writing to express
my support for many of the conclusions of the staff.  The Planning Board
will be reviewing the report on 1/8/2009 and we understand that the
County Executive will be issuing a statement on the project soon
thereafter, with the Council taking a position on January 27th.

We specifically support the following conclusions of the planning staff:

Only Light rail, and not bus rapid transit, can carry the heavy passenger
loads foreseen for the Purple Line.
Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;
Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including parallel
routes in Bethesda through the Air Rights Tunnel and on Bethesda and
Willow Avenues, and along an off-road corridor along the CSX right of
way into the Transit Center in Silver Spring; aim for a 12 ft trail width
wherever feasible since a trail along the tramway will be as popular as
the trail west of Bethesda;
Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library;
We also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project under the Stimulus program
being developed by the new Obama administration.

We hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.



 - RECORD #6 DETAIL
First Name : Maureen
Last Name : Jais-Mick
Business Name : Edgemoor Citizens Association
Address : 7017 Exfair Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : d.mick@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of Bethesda who has been asked by the Edgemoor

Citizens Association (my neighborhood group) to represent ECA in the
Purple Line Community Focus Group for our area. I would appreciate
information on registering as ECA representative. Thanks. Maureen
Jais-Mick



 - RECORD #1444 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Curtis
Business Name : Edgevale Civic Assoc
Address : 4109 Edgevale Ct
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Robert Curtis, R-O-B-E-R-T, C-U-R-T-I-S. I represent the Edgeville Civic

Association and Rethinking the Purple Line and I'm for the realignment
of the Purple Line along Jones Bridge Road and I've come to this
conclusion for this several reasons.

First, the portion of the Capitol Crescent Trail that runs behinds the
houses in our community is only 66 feet wide and therefore makes the
trains very close to our houses and well as the trail users. Second,
running buses along Jones Bridge Road to the medical center seems
like it would accommodate the BRAC relocation which maybe wasn't in
the picture in the early planning stages of the, of the design.

The concept that I want to address from an architectural point of view is
that retaining public spaces are paramount to the quality of life in dense,
urban areas. When we plan for public spaces, we should be looking for
the use for the next 100 years or more and not just for the budget.

When traveling to other cities and other countries we marvel at buildings,
parks, public spaces, that are unique and the wisdom of the architects,
landscape architects and public officials who had the vision to propose
these spaces and these places and put up a fight to keep them is
evident. And an example that comes to mind is, for example, Central
Park in New York City, designed by Frederick Lomstead or who also
designed our capital grounds and many other important spaces around
our county.

We really want future generations to see and experience the wisdom of
keeping our Capitol Crescent Trail in tact as well as coming up with a
Purple Line that doesn't trample on the existing magnificent space and
then the natural habitat of the Capitol Crescent Trail. Therefore, I would
support realignment. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2181 DETAIL
First Name : Verna
Last Name : Curtis
Business Name : Edgevale Civic Association
Address : 4109 Edgevale Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. V. Curtis.pdf (936 kb)
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First Name : Judith
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Business Name : Edgevale Civic Association
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JNASH@CAVTEL.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs/Mesdames:
I am writing on behalf of the residents of the Edgevale neighborhood
located along East West Highway between Connecticut and Wisconsin
Avenues; a neighborhood of approximately 25 modest homes, 15 of
which back right up to the trail. We have easy access to the trail using it
for recreational and transportation purposes, i.e. children walking to BCC
high school.

The wooded area adjoining the trail is very important to us, especially
because we are located at the narrowest point in the trail. It is the buffer
between our houses and the trail, giving us privacy, and mitigating noise
from the trail.

Architectural drawings show a number of our houses lie only between 20
to 50 feet from the trail. One house lies only 12 feet from the trail.
Striping away the trees to put down trains will rob us of our privacy;
subject us to the continuous noise of two trains running every three
minutes. The DEIS has stated that we even risk having our homes
shake from the passing trains.

Therefore, we strongly object to running the Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent trial; trains will come much too close to our homes.
This means that every three minutes trains will run from just 20 – 50 feet
from our kitchens and bedrooms.

PLEASE IMAGINE YOURSELF LIVING WITH THAT.

We will be subject to:

Shaking houses
Continuous noise with no buffer of trees
Total lack of privacy
No access to the trail for biking/hiking, running errand
And Children will no longer be able to walk to school

There are transportation alternatives on the table that would not rob the
area of this park and natural trail and not destroy the quality of our
environment.

We DO Support establishing the Rapid Bus Transit on Jones Bridge
Road which would not rob the area of the trail and its park and not
destroy the quality of our environment.

The BRT would:

Be a connector between Silver Spring and Bethesda
Be a convenient route from Silver Spring to the new Medical Center
Keep the region's green space amenity
All this at a much lower cost, with far less destruction than if the Light
Rail were built along the trail.



We hope you will seriously consider these thoughts. Thank you.
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First Name : Margot
Last Name : Cook
Business Name : Forest Grove Citizens Association
Address : 1603 Myrtle Road
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State : MD
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Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Forest Grove CA . Northmont CA.pdf (56 kb)
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First Name : AJ
Last Name : Sikes
Business Name : Georgetown University Cycling Team
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AJSIKES@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am the President of the Georgetown University Cycling Team.  I am a
competitive cyclist of around 11 years.  I use the Capital Crescent as a
very safe and effective route out of the city on my daily training rides.
Every member of the Georgetown U Cycling Team does the same.  Like
all members of the community listed below, we have a great interest in
this trail.  We work hard to keep it nice and have been known to
advocate picking up trash on and along the trail to keep the green in the
greenway.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2512 DETAIL
First Name : Debbie
Last Name : Michaels
Business Name : President, Glenbrook Village HOA
Address : 8619 Terrace Garden Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : debbie.michaels@att.net



Submission Content/Notes : Glenbrook Village Homeowners Association
Comments on the Purple Line DEIS

Glenbrook Village HOA, consists of 39 townhomes bordering the corner
of Wisconsin Avenue and Jones Bridge Road.

Thank you for this opportunity to bring to your attention the Communities
concerns, opinions and guidance in moving forward with realistic
priorities for Transportation Growth in the State of Maryland.

While our Community is in full support of public transportation, reducing
‘single occupancy vehicles’ and incorporating pedestrian paths and
bikeways along all roadways, we are opposed to Bus Rapid Transit
along the Jones Bridge Road alignment.  This route is being pushed by
many groups without proper evaluation and insight into what this actually
means.  Woodmont Road and Wisconsin Avenue are in grid lock during
peak travel times.  The intersections of Jones Bridge Road and
Wisconsin Avenue and Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue
have been at a failing grade since for years.  Once Jones Bridge Road
crosses Connecticut Avenue it merges into one lane, is bound by a
school and homes.  It then takes a sharp turn onto Jones Mill Road and
runs through Rock Creek Park.  While there is much discussion about
how many trees, will be lost with light rail on the trail – no comments on
how many trees, homes, and public schools will be affected along the
Jones Bridge Road Alignment and where that added cost would put the
price of BRT.  One has to look at the whole picture, not just attempt to
make a case for not in my back yard, but okay in yours!

However, we do not believe that Bus Rapid Transit has been properly
assessed in the DEIS.  It has only looked at BRT on Jones Bridge Road
and no other options.  What about BRT along East West Highway, or
BRT along the trail – we are not talking about smoking, noisy Ride-on-
bus’ as presently used in Montgomery County.  But we encourage an in-
depth study for cost, efficiency and speed of implementation.  There are
currently many options for environmentally friendly bus alternatives to
choose from.

While light rail on the trail with a comprehensive pedestrian, bikeway
alongside would be our first choice, our fear is that the investment will
not be at a high enough level for an efficient, effective, environmental
friendly system.  In many major cities around the world these
environmentally friendly light rail systems run within many Communities
without the adverse effects being spoken about along the Trail.  We
encourage you to explore these alternatives and make sure we develop
a state of the art transportation system that can grow with the on going
need while sustaining the quality of life within our Community.

Debbie Michaels
President, Glenbrook Village HOA
8619 Terrace Garden Way, Bethesda, MD 20814
301-656-3610 – debbie.michaels@att.net

Attachments : Glenbrook Village HOA.pdf (15 kb)



Glenbrook Village Homeowners Association
Comments on the Purple Line DEIS

Glenbrook Village HOA, consists of 39 townhomes bordering the corner of Wisconsin 
Avenue and Jones Bridge Road.

Thank you for this opportunity to bring to your attention the Communities concerns, 
opinions and guidance in moving forward with realistic priorities for Transportation 
Growth in the State of Maryland.

While our Community is in full support of public transportation, reducing ‘single 
occupancy vehicles’ and incorporating pedestrian paths and bikeways along all 
roadways, we are opposed to Bus Rapid Transit along the Jones Bridge Road 
alignment. This route is being pushed by many groups without proper evaluation and 
insight into what this actually means.  Woodmont Road and Wisconsin Avenue are in 
grid lock during peak travel times.  The intersections of Jones Bridge Road and 
Wisconsin Avenue and Jones Bridge Road and Connecticut Avenue have been at a 
failing grade since for years.  Once Jones Bridge Road crosses Connecticut Avenue it 
merges into one lane, is bound by a school and homes.  It then takes a sharp turn onto 
Jones Mill Road and runs through Rock Creek Park.  While there is much discussion 
about how many trees, will be lost with light rail on the trail – no comments on how many 
trees, homes, and public schools will be affected along the Jones Bridge Road 
Alignment and where that added cost would put the price of BRT.  One has to look at the 
whole picture, not just attempt to make a case for not in my back yard, but okay in yours!

However, we do not believe that Bus Rapid Transit has been properly assessed in the 
DEIS.  It has only looked at BRT on Jones Bridge Road and no other options.  What 
about BRT along East West Highway, or BRT along the trail – we are not talking about 
smoking, noisy Ride-on-bus’ as presently used in Montgomery County.  But we 
encourage an in-depth study for cost, efficiency and speed of implementation.  There are 
currently many options for environmentally friendly bus alternatives to choose from. 

While light rail on the trail with a comprehensive pedestrian, bikeway alongside would be 
our first choice, our fear is that the investment will not be at a high enough level for an 
efficient, effective, environmental friendly system.  In many major cities around the world 
these environmentally friendly light rail systems run within many Communities without 
the adverse effects being spoken about along the Trail.  We encourage you to explore 
these alternatives and make sure we develop a state of the art transportation system 
that can grow with the on going need while sustaining the quality of life within our 
Community.

Debbie Michaels
President, Glenbrook Village HOA
8619 Terrace Garden Way, Bethesda, MD 20814
301-656-3610 – debbie.michaels@att.net
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Mier Wolf. I live at 7622 Lynn Drive, Chevy Chase,
Maryland. M-I-E-R is my first name, the last is W-O-L-F. I'm the former
mayor of the town of Chevy Chase, Maryland, where I also served on
the town council for 24 years.

I am currently chairman of the Greater Bethesda Chevy Chase Coalition.
My testimony is as follows: A myth exists about the proposed Purple
Line that it will meaningfully address the east to west transportation
problems of Montgomery County. Oh, were it only so.

Actually, the project planners know that the, that there is as much as 1.6
billion dollars proposed Purple Line, 6 million if it's rapid bus transit,
which will not remove a significant number of drivers from their cars and
in the process destroy a magnificent linear park used by thousands of
hiker/bikers in the Metropolitan area.

The Draft ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT plans out for 30
years without acknowledging BRAC coming to the medical center or
county residents of Metropolitan wide job holders needing transportation
outside the beltway where county growth is occurring, not inside the
beltway.

To make matters worse, the state has basically ignored the import of the
Jones Bridge Road bus rapid transit alternative which would serve
BRAC.

How did we reach this point of a long- term study with a flawed premise?
In 1988, the county acquired the B
&O right-of-way between D.C. and Littensville for 10 million dollars under
the National Trails Systems Act.

No one talks about transit along the right-of-way between the D.C. and
Bethesda. In 1996, the railroad tracks were removed from the right-of-
way between Bethesda and Silver Spring. This was called the Greater
Georgetown Branch portion of the line dedicated to the Capitol Crescent
Trail in 1997.

Now, 500 thousand uses of the Capitol Crescent Trail occur each year.
The trees have matured into a magnificent linear park which makes the
trail experience exceptional for hiker/bikers.

The state and Purple Line supporters could not leave the wondrous
hiking/biking success on the trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring
alone, however. They justified their preoccupation with this portion of the
Capitol Crescent Trail by claiming that the rails to trails legislation
requires a mode of transportation next to any trail created. This is a
double standard which is not included in the trail between Bethesda and
the D.C. line.

Not that the state cares about the trail, it indicates in its Draft
Environmental Impact Statement that any new trail created next to a light
rail or rapid bus transit will have to be built by the county, so there either
will be no new trail or just a narrow asphalt of raceway for bicycles, too
dangerous for hikers to use. Hikers, bikers, constitute transportation
currently.

The current trail use should be honored for what it is. Through the years,
the state has spent millions of dollars of tax payer funds on it's pointless
possibilities which would dramatically impact the use of the existing trail.

Years before the approval of BRAC, state delegate John Herson asked
the MTA to include another route for the Purple Line in its deliberations.



The route is a Jones Bridge Road route, which would serve the medical
center. Delegate Herson strongly advocated serving medical center with
the NIH and Naval Hospital containing so many people commuting to
jobs and visitors to those being treated in either of those facilities.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement gives short trip to this route,
apparently because BRAC came along late into their study and they had
a preselected route and mode of transportation to support. In studying
the Jones Bridge Road route, the state made the Silver Spring
connection more complicated them the connection to the system if the
Capitol Crescent Trail were used. The partiality for encumbering the trail
was obvious.

So after many years of trying to fit a square peg into a round hole on the
Capitol Crescent Trail, we have a Draft Environmental Impact Statement
that obviously favors use of the trail for the Purple Line. The stakes are
high with this proposal. If the ridership does not come to this project, we
will have wasted more than a billion dollars of tax payer funds, an
absorbent amount at any time but especially during a recession.

And what about the trees and trail experience? How come the state
proposed to cut down hundreds of trees in a linear park to build a project
like this? Just the nature of years of study and shifting a single track
trolley to train to bus rapid transit shows that they are grasping for
straws. But these are very expensive straws, both environmentally and
financially that the state is grasping. Thank you.

Attachments : Written Testimony. Mier Wolf.pdf (3 mb)
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I'm Jerry Morenoff, J-E-R-R-Y, M-O-R-E-N-O-F-F, a long
time resident of Bethesda. I am currently chairman of the Greater
Bethesda Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce, which represents more
than 800 member businesses and there are more then 45,000
employees. I'm here to express our support of the Purple Line LRT
mode and trail between downtown Bethesda and New Carrollton along
the Georgetown Branch right-of-way.

This is the Chamber's number one priority. This is not a new position for
us. The BCC Chamber has long supported the alignment for transit and
trail on the Georgetown Branch right- of-way that has been in the BCC
Master Plan, the Bethesda CBD sector plan and the Georgetown Branch
Master Plan for over 20 years and purchased for such purpose.

Some of the main reasons why we urge the MTA to move forward on
this option are, first, as the economic engine of Montgomery County, the
Bethesda CBD is projected to experience an increase to over 41
thousand jobs by 2030. As residents and jobs move to Bethesda,
employees, residents and visitors will need better transit options in order
to access the adjacent major activity centers to the east. Implementation
of the Purple Line will create this missing east-west transit link.

Second, economic and business development will be directly benefitted
by this route. The Purple Line will improve the quality, value and
character of some of our neighborhood centers and reduce travel times
for our residents and employees using public transit. The convenience of
being near an attractive, safe, environmental friendly LRT line on nearby
streets will enhance property values and business opportunities as well
as the quality of life for both residents and commuters.

Third, time is a valuable resource for residents, students, employers,
and employees. The LRT Purple Line alignment provides the fastest
travel times for existing transit users and encourages new riders to
utilize transit. The time benefits are felt beyond the important
Bethesda/Silver Spring connection. The Purple Line provides faster,
more efficient and environmentally superior connections to the Langley
Park/Tacoma transit center and to Metro stations and communities to
the east including the University of Maryland and Metro's orange line.

Fourth, the BRT route along Jones Bridge Road by Naval Medical will on
exacerbate the current congested intersections along this route as well
as along Woodmont Avenue straight through downtown Bethesda. Navy
Medical's growth from BRAC will cause more traffic...to take public
transportation. Adding a bus way in the middle of thousands of cars
makes absolutely no sense.

Finally, Bethesda Chevy Chase is the economic engine of the county.
However, the missing link for economic efficiency has always been the
east-west transit between population centers of Montgomery and Prince
George's county. We need this link to be completed now and we urge
the MTA to move forward on the Purple Line LRT mode and trail
between downtown Bethesda and New Carrollton along the Georgetown
Branch right-of- way. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2217 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Jerry
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Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon, my name is James Walker. J-A-M-E-S, W-A-L-K- E-R.
I'm here today to testify on behalf of the Greater Silver Spring Chamber
of Commerce. I'm a member of the Chamber's Executive Committee and
it's Immediate Past Chair.

The Chamber represents 400 member businesses and almost 15,000
employees in Greater Silver Spring. I'm here to express our strong
support for building a purple line between Bethesda and New Carrollton.

The Chamber has long believed that the vital east/west connection will
reduce automobile traffic, improve access to employment centers along
the route, and most important, further commercial revitalization in
Greater Silver Spring.

Specifically we support a light rail transit mode that follows the
Georgetown Branch right-of-way entering Silver Spring on the CSX right-
of-way and proceeding directly into the new transit center.

The redevelopment of Silver Spring has created a renaissance in our
community that is nothing short of amazing. But as the Chamber has
often said, we're not finished yet. The addition of an efficient and
convenient east/west transit link will do much to support continued
economic growth and development.

Indeed we believe building an attractive, safe and environmentally
friendly light rail system along this corridor will encourage economic and
business development and improve the quality and character of our
neighborhoods and access to our communities by commuters.

Neighborhoods along the purple line will be revitalized as people seek
housing that is close to purple line stops. It will also bring new energy to
the currently underserved Long Branch and Takoma Langley crossroads
areas.

We believe that the time has come to move forward on this project. The
DEIS notes that if the purple line is not built, bus service and automobile
movement along the existing transit corridor is projected to deteriorate
significantly as congestion increases in the coming years.

Our business owners, their employees and the communities along the
route stand to lose if nothing is done to alleviate this undesirable
scenario.

Building the purple line now will provide the necessary relief by offering a
convenient way to avoid congestion for people who work, shop, dine or
play along the corridor that spans two counties.

By taking up to 20,000 cars off the road, the purple line will mitigate
traffic congestion and at the same time move larger numbers of people
into and out of Silver Spring, and that's good for businesses and
residents.

I would also like to note that the Chamber strongly believes that light rail
is the most appropriate choice. In order for the transit alternative to be
maximally utilized, it must be reliable and efficient and it must offer
significant savings and travel times versus commuting by car.

Light rail offers a quiet, smooth and more efficient alternative that is
more compatible with what we believe most commuters are seeking.
And, as outlined in the DEIS, the light rail options significantly out
perform the bus route's rapid transit options in both reliability and
efficiency.



As we have said, the Greater Silver Spring Chamber believes that the
time to move forward to build the purple line is now. The critical
east/west link between Bethesda and New Carrollton will assure the
future economic vitality of the entire corridor. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : My name is Sam Black, S- A-M, B-L-A-C-K. I represent the Greater

Washington Board of Trade and I also serve as the President of the
Washington Smart Growth Alliance which supports transit-oriented
development.

We have written testimony which we ask be included in the record.

Mr. Chairman, I am here for the largest business group in the region, the
Greater Washington Board of Trade. We strongly support the rail purple
line.

We support building the best rail line we can. Mr. Chairman, the Board of
Trade believes that clean air is good for business, curbing sprawl is
good for business, cutting greenhouse gas emissions is good for
business, investing is our communities is good for business, and a rail
purple line will serve all these goals not just for business but for all
citizens.

I wish we were breaking ground on the purple line today. Thank you very
much.
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Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Michael Madden
Project Manager
Maryland Transit Administration
6 St. Paul St.
Baltimore, MD   21202

Dear Mr. Madden:

The Purple Line is one of the Greater Washington Board of Trade’s
transportation priorities and we fully support is expedited construction as
a light rail project.  We are mindful of the existing budget challenges
facing Maryland and appreciate the current state commitment of $92
million to compete for federal New Starts funding by providing for
Alternatives Analysis, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Preliminary Engineering/Final Environment Impact Statement.  We
support an additional funding commitment for construction of the Purple
Line with the caveat that existing commitments to secure $3 billion in
dedicated matching funding for Metro and existing and future funding for
the Inter County Connector are held harmless.

Just as the planned extension of Metrorail to Tysons and Dulles is a
regional project, so too is construction of the Purple Line as is it will link
key activity centers between Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties
and provide new and better access inside the Beltway.  It will serve as
another important piece of the much needed transit improvements our
region requires to provide more transportation choices for our
commuters, residents, and visitors.

Construction of the light rail option will provide the tangible commitment
to permanency and sense of community needed to stimulate transit
oriented development (TOD) along the Bethesda to New Carrollton
corridor. Linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park and New
Carrollton will provide new access to Metro’s Red, Green, and Orange
lines as well as the Maryland Commuter Rail service, local bus service,
and Amtrak.  These links, will provide for more effective use of Metro,
will link local and regional business and housing options, and will provide
better connections between employees and employers in suburban
Maryland, the District of Columbia, and Northern Virginia.

The Purple Line will also put in place and support a mode of
transportation and the future land use patterns called for by the recent
climate change commission reports of the State of Maryland and the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments.  Additional transit
capacity and new transit oriented development will help reduce vehicle
miles traveled (VMT)-one of the key measures called for by government
reports to help reduce our region’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Thank you for your leadership on this important project and for this
opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

(Signature on file)

James C. Dinegar, CAE
President and CEO

cc: William Couper
 John Kane

Attachments : Greater Washington Board of Trade Letter,scanned.pdf (62 kb)
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Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Daniel Flores. That's spelled D-A-N-I-E-L,
last name F-L-O-R-E-S. And I am vice-president and regional
government relations for the Greater Washington Board of Trade at
1725 I Street N.W. in Washington, D.C.

The Board of Trade was founded in 1889 and is the largest regional
network of business and non-profit leaders and greater Washington
region. We serve the geographic area of suburban Maryland, the District
of Columbia and northern Virginia.

The Purple Line is one of the Board of Trade's key transportation
priorities and we fully support its expedited construction as a light rail
project. We're mindful of the existing budget challenges facing Maryland
and appreciate the current state's funding commitment of 92 million to
complete, to compete for federal use and funding by provided for
alternative analysis the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
preliminary engineering final environment impact statement. We support
an additional funding commitment for construction of the Purple Line
with
the existing state matching funds to secure three billion dollars in
dedicated funding for Metro and existing and future funding for their
inner county connector are held harmless.

Just as the planned extension of Metro rail to Tyson's and Dulles
International Airport is a regional project so to is construction of the
Purple Line as it will link key activity centers between Montgomery and
Prince George's counties and provide for new and better access inside
the beltway.

This improvement will link local and regional businesses and housing,
shopping and recreation options and will provide better connections
between employees and employers with suburban Maryland and within,
in-between Maryland, District of Columbia and northern Virginia. Linking
Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park and New Carrollton will provide
new access to Metros, red, green and orange lines as well as the
Maryland's commuter rail service, local bus service and Amtrak.

This will provide for a better use of our Metro system and it will foster a
more balanced flow of travelers from the downtown core areas to jobs in
transit oriented development centers located in Montgomery and Prince
George's.

The Purple Line will serve as another important piece of the much
needed transit improvements our region requires to provide more
transportation choices for our commuters, residents and visitors.

Construction of the light rail option will provide the tangible commitment
to permanency and sense of community needed to stimulate transit
oriented development along the Bethesda to New Carrollton corridor.
New transit oriented development will stimulate community revitalization
and will assist in the achievement of local community development
goals.

The Purple Line will improve our air quality and put in place and support
a mode of transportation and future land use patterns all for by their
recent climate change commission report of the state of Maryland and
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments.

Finally, additional transit capacity and new transit-oriented development
will help reduce vehicle miles traveled or VMT, one of the key measures
called for by government reports to help reduce our region's greenhouse
gas omissions. Again, we urge the expedited building and funding of a



light rail affirmative for the Purple Line so that the above
noted benefits can be realized and our region improved.

Thank you for your leadership on this important
project and for this opportunity to comment.

Attachments : Written Statement. Daniel Flores.pdf (2 mb)
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Submission Content/Notes : January 14, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I have purposely waited for the last minute to submit my
comments/thoughts regarding the routing of the Purple Line down
Veterans Parkway (Route 410) to Ellin Road with the final destination
being New Carrollton.  I have done this because I have been too upset
and disgusted to respond earlier.  Never in my wildest nightmare could I
have imagined that you would consciously destroy a residential
community while not taking advantage of an already existing business
corridor to run the Purple Line.  While Ellin Road could have been a
possibility, it should be apparent to everyone in the decision making
process that it is not viable!!!!!!!!!

First and foremost, please allow me to provide some vital information
about the Hanson Oaks and Old Ardwick-Ardmore community.  We are
bound on one side of Route 50 with the Amtrak/metro rail tracks and if
the rail tracks are laid on Ellin Road, we would be totally land locked
since this area is a dead end.  The only entrance and exit are through
Ellin Road.  In the event of a major emergency, there is no way that
neither the police, fire department nor medical personnel/ambulance
could enter the community.  In other words, we would become prisoners
within our own community.

This community consists of both senior citizens who walk daily to the
metro as well as many infants and children.  There are school buses
who pick up children at the corner of Ellin Road and Hanson Oaks Drive
and there are also school buses that enter the complex to pick up the
younger children.  All during the day there are buses in and out of this
community.

As told to us at one of the meetings in which some representatives from
the MTA were in attendance, during rush hour the bus would run
approximately every six minutes.  Can you imagine the back-up this is
going to create not only on Ellin Road but also on Hanson Oaks Drive?

In addition to the disruption within our daily lives, the Purple Line on Ellin
Road would:

Attract more unwelcomed visitors to the community who otherwise would
not be here.
Attract more unwelcomed cars parked in our parking lots, Hanson Oaks
Drive and Old Ardwick-Ardmore Road.



Create more noise and create an eye score for those of us who would
be looking directly at the rails.
Create more vibrations thus causing more structural damage to our
homes.  (I had cracks in every room as a result of the construction that
took place on Ellin Road.)
Create safety hazards for those residents walking to the metro.
Cause residents to take unnecessary chances trying to enter Ellin Road
once the grade crossing arm/signals are put into place.
Disrupt the water flow of the underground streams that surround our
community thus making us more vulnerable to standing water not only in
our homes but additional standing water in our parking lot.

I invite all of you to come visit our community and not just Google it to
get an aerial view of what it looks like.  Get up from your desks and not
only talk and read our concerns but also let your conscious be your
guide.  Ask yourselves if you would want this in your front yard??????

Thank you.

Artis Johnson

Homeowner

President, Hanson Oaks Association

Extremely Concerned Citizen
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Citizen's Association.

The Indian Springs Citizens Association consists of 800 homes and we
live right next to the beltway off of Colesville Road.

This testimony is to inform you of our association's views on the purple
line.

Last spring, our association took a vote on the purple line. The vote was
70 in favor and 3 opposed to the following resolution which states: ISCA
supports the building of the purple line from New Carrollton to Bethesda.
We prefer the light rail option over the bus rapid transit option as it
provides better travel times and wider projections.

We favor the purple line as it is the first major step towards developing
transit solutions to our transportation needs in preference to highway
solutions, and we continue to oppose beltway widening. Thank you.
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Submission Content/Notes : BRIEF STATEMENT BY TONY HAUSNER
INDIAN SPRING CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
PLANNING BOARD HEARING, JANUARY 8, 2009

I am Tony Hausner, with Indian Spring Citizens Association (ISCA), and
two countywide task forces. (Purple Line Bicounty Task Force, and
Planning Board’s Purple Line Master Plan Advisory Group). ISCA has
800 homes just inside the Beltway.

We voted this year, 70 to 3 to support the purple line and prefer light rail
over bus rapid transit. We support transit solutions rather than highway
solutions and we oppose Beltway widening as it will be destructive to our
neighborhood and to suburban Maryland. (see flyer on Beltway
Widening, http://www.nobeltwayexpansion.com/beltway/cabeflyer.pdf)

I will briefly compare medium Light Rail Transit vs Bus Rapid Transit

Light rail is significantly better on:

? Travel times
? Ridership
? Converting car drivers to transit riders
? Pollution
? Noise levels
? Economic development
? Property values
? Jobs for low income populations

Beyond 2030, bus capacity will be exceeded.

Using typical growth rates for transportation systems, the advantages of
LRT over BRT become even greater after 2030.
Some details:

1. LRT has more riders 62,000 vs. 52,000
2. LRT converts more car drivers to transit 19,000 vs. 15,000.  This is
critical to air pollution.
3. We support the position taken by the local chapter of the Sierra Club
that in the future LRT vehicles will also emit less air pollutants than BRT
vehicles.
While we support the Purple Line, there are several other important
planning considerations.
? Affordable housing needs to be maintained as best as possible at
current levels at all locations along the route
? We do not want to see overdevelopment, particularly in residential
neighborhoods.  The goal of the purple line from our view is provide
transportation and transit oriented development, but not to be an excuse
to overdevelop the area.
The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and other
Purple Line advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple Line.
There is a major risk that they will drop their support for the Purple Line if
the county chooses BRT.
Our full written statement provides further thoughts and information on
these alternatives.
We strongly recommend that you support a light rail system for the
Purple Line.
.

WRITTEN STATEMENT OF TONY HAUSNER
INDIAN SPRING CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
PLANNING BOARD HEARING, JANUARY 8, 2009



I am Tony Hausner, a board member of the Indian Spring Citizens
Association and a member of a Bicounty Task Force established by the
two County Executives, and a member of the Planning Board’s Purple
Line Master Plan Advisory Group.

First. I want to compliment the Planning Board staff for their excellent
report with which they provided you.

The Indian Spring Citizens Association consists of 800 homes and we
live right next to the beltway off of Colesville road.  This testimony is to
inform you of our Association’s views on the purple line. Last spring, our
association took a vote on the purple line.  The vote was 70 in favor and
3 opposed to the following resolution which states: ISCA supports the
building of the purple line from New Carrolton to Bethesda. We prefer
the light rail option over the bus rapid transit option as it provides better
travel times and ridership projections.  We favor the purple line as the
first major step forward toward developing transit solutions to our
transportation needs in preference to highway solutions and we continue
to oppose Beltway widening.  (see flyer on Beltway Widening,
http://www.nobeltwayexpansion.com/beltway/cabeflyer.pdf)

I would like to briefly compare Light Rail (LRT) vs Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT)
I will focus on the medium investment LRT and BRT as these are the
best options for these two alternatives.

Light rail (LRT) is significantly better than bus rapid transit (BRT) on:

? Travel times
? Ridership
? Converting automobile drivers to transit riders
? Pollution
? Noise levels
? Economic development
? Property values
? Jobs for low income populations

BRT has significant limitations in capacity which will be exceeded shortly
after 2030.

While LRT costs more, these advantages more than pay for themselves
over time.

LRT makes a number of important contributions to reductions in air
pollution. It significantly converts more riders to transit.   Further, we
support the position taken by the local chapter of the Sierra Club that in
the future LRT vehicles will also emit less air pollutants than BRT
vehicles.
While we support the Purple Line, there are several other important
planning considerations.
? Affordable housing needs to be maintained as best as possible at
current levels at all locations along the route
? We do not want to see overdevelopment, particularly in residential
neighborhoods.  The goal of the purple line from our view is provide
transportation and transit oriented development, but not to be an excuse
to overdevelop the area.
The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and other
Purple Line advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple Line.
There is a major risk that they will drop their support for the Purple Line if
the county chooses BRT.
--------------------------------



I will now give a more detailed statement on these points.  Many of the
statements in this overview are based on estimates for the year 2030 in
the DEIS.  Beyond 2030, the advantages for LRT increase.

1. LRT takes significantly less time to travel between stations, e.g., from
Bethesda to Silver Spring 9 minutes vs. 19 minutes.
2. LRT has significantly more riders than BRT, 62,600 vs. 51,800
3. LRT results in significantly more auto drivers switching to transit than
BRT, 19,200 vs. 15,300.
4. With higher gas prices, Purple Line ridership will be even higher, which
argues even more for a rail solution.  BRT has limited capacity and will
have difficulty in handling significant future increases in ridership.  This is
a critical limitation.
5. Using typical growth rates for transportation systems, the advantages
of LRT over BRT become even greater after 2030.
6. Total capital costs for LRT are $1.22 billion which are significantly
more than BRT at $580 million.  However, the advantages of LRT
significantly outweigh the costs.
7. BRT is more cost-effective than LRT, but both are significantly under
the FTA threshold which is the key criteria.  Beyond 2030, both are likely
to become more cost-efficient, with LRT becoming more efficient at a
faster rate.  Further, we believe that the estimates for BRT may be too
low.
8. LRT will reduce air pollution significantly more than BRT because in
the future it will emit less air pollution and it removes more air polluting
cars.  I call to your attention the statement by the local chapter of the
Sierra Club in which they support that LRT will emit less air pollution in
the future.
9. LRT outperforms BRT on noise levels
10. LRT takes more trees than BRT along the Capital Crescent Trail.
MTA is   required to replace those trees at the nearest suitable location.
11.  The Purple Line will improve transportation along the route it serves.
It will also better connect people living along this route with key
economic resources elsewhere in the region. In addition, it will vastly
increase the radius within which people can live and still get to work
reliably along the route within what is widely viewed as a reasonable 45
minute commuting time, which is especially important ot low-income
populations. What this will do is enhance the competitiveness and
attractiveness of our communities as locations for businesses.
12. LRT is the model that is preferred over BRT throughout the US and
internationally because of the advantages discussed above as
evidenced in China.
13. A Purple Line built as a LRT will contribute greatly to the communities
it serves by bolstering economic development, increasing property
values, and encouraging re-development of underutilized areas,
particularly around the planned station areas.  Our assessable tax base
will be increased, adding many millions of dollars in future tax revenue to
the County (and state), for years to come and without raising tax rates.
14. The purple line can serve as a national model. Right now the metro
system involves travel from suburbs to central city. There are no direct
connections between suburbs.  When the purple line eventually
becomes a complete circle, it will connect all major inner suburbs with
each other.
15. The vision of the Purple Line is that it will be a high enough quality to
be part of the Metrorail system and displayed on maps. A light rail line
has a better chance of accomplishing that.
16. The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and
other Purple Line advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple
Line.  There is a major risk that they will drop their support for the Purple
Line if the county chooses BRT.
We strongly recommend that you support a light rail system for the
Purple Line.





BRIEF STATEMENT BY TONY HAUSNER 
INDIAN SPRING CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

PLANNING BOARD HEARING, JANUARY 8, 2009

I am Tony Hausner, with Indian Spring Citizens Association (ISCA), and two 
countywide task forces. (Purple Line Bicounty Task Force, and Planning Board’s Purple 
Line Master Plan Advisory Group). ISCA has 800 homes just inside the Beltway.

We voted this year, 70 to 3 to support the purple line and prefer light rail over bus rapid 
transit. We support transit solutions rather than highway solutions and we oppose 
Beltway widening as it will be destructive to our neighborhood and to suburban 
Maryland. (see flyer on Beltway Widening, 
http://www.nobeltwayexpansion.com/beltway/cabeflyer.pdf)

I will briefly compare medium Light Rail Transit vs Bus Rapid Transit

Light rail is significantly better on:

� Travel times
� Ridership
� Converting car drivers to transit riders
� Pollution
� Noise levels
� Economic development
� Property values
� Jobs for low income populations

Beyond 2030, bus capacity will be exceeded.

Using typical growth rates for transportation systems, the advantages of LRT over BRT 
become even greater after 2030. 

Some details: 

1. LRT has more riders 62,000 vs. 52,000

2. LRT converts more car drivers to transit 19,000 vs. 15,000. This is critical to air 
pollution.  

3. We support the position taken by the local chapter of the Sierra Club that in the 
future LRT vehicles will also emit less air pollutants than BRT vehicles.  

While we support the Purple Line, there are several other important planning 
considerations.  

� Affordable housing needs to be maintained as best as possible at current levels 
at all locations along the route



� We do not want to see overdevelopment, particularly in residential 
neighborhoods.  The goal of the purple line from our view is provide 
transportation and transit oriented development, but not to be an excuse to 
overdevelop the area.  

The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and other Purple Line 
advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple Line.  There is a major risk that 
they will drop their support for the Purple Line if the county chooses BRT.

Our full written statement provides further thoughts and information on these 
alternatives.  

.

We strongly recommend that you support a light rail system for the Purple Line. 



WRITTEN STATEMENT OF TONY HAUSNER 
INDIAN SPRING CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

PLANNING BOARD HEARING, JANUARY 8, 2009

I am Tony Hausner, a board member of the Indian Spring Citizens Association and a 
member of a Bicounty Task Force established by the two County Executives, and a 
member of the Planning Board’s Purple Line Master Plan Advisory Group. 

First. I want to compliment the Planning Board staff for their excellent report with which 
they provided you. 

The Indian Spring Citizens Association consists of 800 homes and we live right next to 
the beltway off of Colesville road. This testimony is to inform you of our Association’s 
views on the purple line. Last spring, our association took a vote on the purple line.  The 
vote was 70 in favor and 3 opposed to the following resolution which states: ISCA 
supports the building of the purple line from New Carrolton to Bethesda. We prefer the 
light rail option over the bus rapid transit option as it provides better travel times and 
ridership projections. We favor the purple line as the first major step forward toward 
developing transit solutions to our transportation needs in preference to highway 
solutions and we continue to oppose Beltway widening.  (see flyer on Beltway Widening, 
http://www.nobeltwayexpansion.com/beltway/cabeflyer.pdf)

I would like to briefly compare Light Rail (LRT) vs Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
I will focus on the medium investment LRT and BRT as these are the best options for 
these two alternatives. 

Light rail (LRT) is significantly better than bus rapid transit (BRT) on:

� Travel times
� Ridership
� Converting automobile drivers to transit riders
� Pollution
� Noise levels
� Economic development
� Property values
� Jobs for low income populations

BRT has significant limitations in capacity which will be exceeded shortly after 
2030.

While LRT costs more, these advantages more than pay for themselves over time.

LRT makes a number of important contributions to reductions in air pollution. It 
significantly converts more riders to transit.   Further, we support the position taken by 
the local chapter of the Sierra Club that in the future LRT vehicles will also emit less air 
pollutants than BRT vehicles.  



While we support the Purple Line, there are several other important planning 
considerations.  

� Affordable housing needs to be maintained as best as possible at current levels 
at all locations along the route

� We do not want to see overdevelopment, particularly in residential 
neighborhoods.  The goal of the purple line from our view is provide 
transportation and transit oriented development, but not to be an excuse to 
overdevelop the area.  

--------------------------------

The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and other Purple Line 
advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple Line.  There is a major risk that 
they will drop their support for the Purple Line if the county chooses BRT.

I will now give a more detailed statement on these points.  Many of the statements in this 
overview are based on estimates for the year 2030 in the DEIS.  Beyond 2030, the 
advantages for LRT increase.  

1. LRT takes significantly less time to travel between stations, e.g., from Bethesda to 
Silver Spring 9 minutes vs. 19 minutes.  

2. LRT has significantly more riders than BRT, 62,600 vs. 51,800 

3. LRT results in significantly more auto drivers switching to transit than BRT, 
19,200 vs. 15,300.

4. With higher gas prices, Purple Line ridership will be even higher, which argues 
even more for a rail solution. BRT has limited capacity and will have difficulty in 
handling significant future increases in ridership.  This is a critical limitation.  

5. Using typical growth rates for transportation systems, the advantages of LRT over 
BRT become even greater after 2030. 

6. Total capital costs for LRT are $1.22 billion which are significantly more than 
BRT at $580 million.  However, the advantages of LRT significantly outweigh 
the costs. 

7. BRT is more cost-effective than LRT, but both are significantly under the FTA 
threshold which is the key criteria.  Beyond 2030, both are likely to become more 
cost-efficient, with LRT becoming more efficient at a faster rate.  Further, we 
believe that the estimates for BRT may be too low.  

8. LRT will reduce air pollution significantly more than BRT because in the future it 
will emit less air pollution and it removes more air polluting cars.  I call to your 
attention the statement by the local chapter of the Sierra Club in which they 
support that LRT will emit less air pollution in the future.   



9. LRT outperforms BRT on noise levels

10. LRT takes more trees than BRT along the Capital Crescent Trail.  MTA is   
required to replace those trees at the nearest suitable location. 

11. The Purple Line will improve transportation along the route it serves. It will also 
better connect people living along this route with key economic resources 
elsewhere in the region. In addition, it will vastly increase the radius within which 
people can live and still get to work reliably along the route within what is widely 
viewed as a reasonable 45 minute commuting time, which is especially important 
ot low-income populations. What this will do is enhance the competitiveness and 
attractiveness of our communities as locations for businesses.

12. LRT is the model that is preferred over BRT throughout the US and 
internationally because of the advantages discussed above as evidenced in China. 

13. A Purple Line built as a LRT will contribute greatly to the communities it serves 
by bolstering economic development, increasing property values, and encouraging 
re-development of underutilized areas, particularly around the planned station 
areas. Our assessable tax base will be increased, adding many millions of dollars 
in future tax revenue to the County (and state), for years to come and without 
raising tax rates.  

14. The purple line can serve as a national model. Right now the metro system 
involves travel from suburbs to central city. There are no direct connections 
between suburbs.  When the purple line eventually becomes a complete circle, it 
will connect all major inner suburbs with each other.  

15. The vision of the Purple Line is that it will be a high enough quality to be part of 
the Metrorail system and displayed on maps. A light rail line has a better chance 
of accomplishing that.

16. The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and other Purple 
Line advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple Line.  There is a major 
risk that they will drop their support for the Purple Line if the county chooses 
BRT.

We strongly recommend that you support a light rail system for the Purple Line. 
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PRESS STATEMENT BY TONY HAUSNER 
INDIAN SPRING CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MTA HEARING, NOVEMBER 22,2008

I am Tony Hausner, with Indian Spring Citizens Assn (ISCA), and two countywide task 
forces. (Purple Line Bicounty Task Force, and Planning Board’s Purple Line Master Plan 
Advisory Group). ISCA has 800 homes just inside the Beltway.

We voted this year, 70 to 3 to support the purple line and prefer light rail over bus rapid 
transit. We support transit solutions rather than highway solutions and we oppose 
Beltway widening as it will be destructive to our neighborhood and to suburban 
Maryland. (see flyer on Beltway Widening, 
http://www.nobeltwayexpansion.com/beltway/cabeflyer.pdf)   

I will briefly compare medium Light Rail vs Bus  

Light rail is significantly better on: 

� Travel times 
� Ridership
� Converting car drivers to transit riders 
� Pollution 
� Noise levels 
� Economic development 
� Property values 
� Jobs for low income populations 

Beyond 2030, bus capacity will be exceeded and light rail”s 
advantages will increase over time.   

Some details:  

1. LRT has more riders 62,000 vs. 52,000 

2. LRT converts more car drivers to transit 19,000 vs. 15,000.  This is critical to air 
pollution.

3. LRT vehicles also emit less air pollutants  

4. Most of the groups that support the purple line want light rail and will not support 
buses.



TESTIMONY OF TONY HAUSNER AND WALTER GOTTLIEB, 
INDIAN SPRING CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MTA HEARING, NOVEMBER 22,2008

I am Tony Hausner, a board member of the Indian Spring Citizens Association and a 
member of a Bicounty Task Force established by the two County Executives, and a 
member of the Planning Board’s Purple Line Master Plan Advisory Group.

I am Walter Gottlieb, President of the Indians Spring Citizens Association.  The Indian 
Spring Citizens Association consists of 800 homes and we live right next to the beltway 
off of Colesville road.  This testimony is to inform you of our Association’s views on the 
purple line.

Last spring, our association took a vote on the purple line.  The vote was 70 in favor and 
3 opposed to the following resolution which states: ISCA supports the building of the 
purple line from New Carrolton to Bethesda. We prefer the light rail option over the bus 
rapid transit option as it provides better travel times and ridership projections.  We favor 
the purple line as the first major step forward toward developing transit solutions to our 
transportation needs in preference to highway solutions and we continue to oppose 
Beltway widening.  (see flyer on Beltway Widening, 
http://www.nobeltwayexpansion.com/beltway/cabeflyer.pdf)   

I would like to briefly compare Light Rail (LRT) vs Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
I will focus on the medium investment LRT and BRT as these are the best options for 
these two alternatives.

Light rail (LRT) is significantly better than bus rapid transit (BRT) on: 

� Travel times 
� Ridership
� Converting automobile drivers to transit riders 
� Pollution 
� Noise levels 
� Economic development 
� Property values 
� Jobs for low income populations 

BRT has significant limitations in capacity which will be exceeded shortly after 2030.   

While LRT costs more, these advantages more than pay for themselves over time.   

I will now give a more detailed statement on these points.  Many of the statements in this 
overview are based on estimates for the year 2030 in the DEIS.  Beyond 2030, the 
advantages for LRT increase.   



5. LRT takes significantly less time to travel between stations, e.g., from Bethesda to 
Silver Spring 9 minutes vs. 19 minutes.   

6. LRT has significantly more riders than BRT, 62,600 vs. 51,800

7. LRT results in significantly more auto drivers switching to transit than BRT, 
19,200 vs. 15,300. 

8. With higher gas prices, Purple Line ridership will be even higher, which argues 
even more for a rail solution.  BRT has limited capacity and will have difficulty in 
handling significant future increases in ridership.  This is a critical limitation.   

9. Using typical growth rates for transportation systems, the advantages of LRT over 
BRT become even greater after 2030.

10. Total capital costs for LRT are $1.22 billion which are significantly more than 
BRT at $580 million.  However, the advantages of LRT significantly outweigh 
the costs.  

11. BRT is more cost-effective than LRT, but both are significantly under the FTA 
threshold which is the key criteria. Beyond 2030, both are likely to become more 
cost-efficient, with LRT becoming more efficient at a faster rate.  Further, we 
believe that the estimates for BRT may be too low.   

12. LRT will reduce air pollution significantly more than BRT because it emits less 
air pollution and it removes more air polluting cars 

13. LRT outperforms BRT on noise levels 

14. LRT takes more trees than BRT along the Capital Crescent Trail.  MTA is
required to replace those trees at the nearest suitable location.  

15.  The Purple Line will improve transportation along the route it serves. It will also 
better connect people living along this route with key economic resources 
elsewhere in the region. In addition, it will vastly increase the radius within which 
people can live and still get to work reliably along the route within what is widely 
viewed as a reasonable 45 minute commuting time, which is especially important 
ot low-income populations. What this will do is enhance the competitiveness and 
attractiveness of our communities as locations for businesses. 

16. LRT is the model that is preferred over BRT throughout the US and 
internationally because of the advantages discussed above as evidenced in China.  

17. A Purple Line built as a LRT will contribute greatly to the communities it serves 
by bolstering economic development, increasing property values, and encouraging 
re-development of underutilized areas, particularly around the planned station 
areas.  Our assessable tax base will be increased, adding many millions of dollars 



in future tax revenue to the County (and state), for years to come and without 
raising tax rates.

18. The purple line can serve as a national model. Right now the metro system 
involves travel from suburbs to central city. There are no direct connections 
between suburbs.  When the purple line eventually becomes a complete circle, it 
will connect all major inner suburbs with each other.   

19. The vision of the Purple Line is that it will be a high enough quality to be part of 
the Metrorail system and displayed on maps. A light rail line has a better chance 
of accomplishing that. 

20. The business community, Prince George’s Elected Officials, and other Purple 
Line advocates strongly support light rail for the Purple Line.  There is a major 
risk that they will drop their support for the Purple Line if the county chooses 
BRT. 
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represent both the Kennedy High School student body, as the Student
Government President and the Montgomery County Student
Government Association, as someone on the Executive Board.

Now you may think that Montgomery County, that doesn't exactly pertain
to New Carrollton, but I live right on the border between Montgomery
and P.G. Counties and I think that the Purple Line would make
transportation a lot easier in those two counties.

For the Student Government Association for the entire county, at our last
general assembly meeting with representatives from nearly every school
in Montgomery County, we proposed legislation on the Purple Line and it
passed nearly unanimously.

That means that most students in Montgomery County that were there at
the meeting that were more active in their communities, they really
believe that this is going to help. It's convenient and also environmentally
sustainable for our future.

Our last speaker talked about the future generations and here we are.
Students of Montgomery County really believe that this will help. It will
help curtail global warming and make the transit system more accessible
to students.

People who have jobs, people who need to take the bus to and from
work and school, and would like to see their friends, and don't have a
car, it makes it a lot faster than buses for them to be able to get to these
places and not rely on their parents and friends for cars.

Also, obviously I've already talked about this, it's more environmentally
sustainable, less pollution, and less traffic and as students we really
would like to see this area grow but not grow in to a huge city with lots of
smog and even more traffic than there is now, but Smart Growth, in a
better way.

So as you've seen in the recent election, young people are no longer
apathetic about politics and that's why I'm here to represent the voice of
Montgomery County Public Schools who support the Purple Line. Thank
you.
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president of the League of Women Voters in Montgomery County and
we have studied transportation issues over a long period of time. We've
done research, study, discussion and consensus since the early 1960's.
We've developed positions on transportation at the local, regional and
state levels.

The League has had a long-term commitment to balance transportation
system with strong support for rapid transit. Following a study in
consensus process conducted by the League in 2000, we concluded
that building a rapid transit line including the Georgetown Branch trolley,
now called the Purple Line, should be a funding priority.

The League has commended to transportation systems that focus on
regional solutions. We also favor transportation services which are more,
made convenient and accessible by minimizing the time required for a
trip and by providing frequent and reliable service.

The Purple Line light rail option meets both of these criteria. Based on
our recent 2000 study of pedestrian and bike safety, we believe that
improvements to the hiker/biker trail that will come with the construction
of the light rail option will make safer crossings at busy intersections
such as Connecticut Avenue and Chevy Chase Lake Road and at 2nd
Avenue and 16th Street in Silver Spring.

Our League members agree that when building and rebuilding
communities, designs should include incentives for using non-motorized
forms of travel, particularly bicycling and walking. Safe, convenient
hiker/biker trails are a big incentive for getting people out of their cars.

Finally, the League has long been an advocate for strong stewardship of
the environment. Protection of air and water qualities important to our
members. Light rail on grass tracks create much less harmful run off into
our delicate watershed than gas powered buses and automobiles. Our
region is already plagued by poor air quality because of auto and bus
traffic.

In fact, we rank 86th in carbon omissions nationwide. Because light rail
is estimated to take some 20 thousand cars a day off the road, we will
not only keep our air quality from getting worse, it could make it better.

Future electricity generation using clean technologies will only enhance
the environmental benefits of light rail. For all of these reasons, the
League urges you to move forward with the Purple Line. Thank you very
much.
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the CSX tracks and north of Brookville Rd.   I am the Vice President of
LCA.
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Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line Alternatives Analysis Draft Environmental Impact
Statement

We have reviewed the cited AA/DEIS concerning the long awaited
Purple Line.   Linden is a neighborhood in Silver Spring bounded by I-
495 (the Beltway) on the north, Georgia Avenue on the east, the CSX
tracks on the west and Brookville Road on the south.

While the neighborhood has an overall preference for a rail system over
a bus system for the Purple Line, with the preference being attributed to
a general sense of rails’ greater reliability, permanence and speed, the
primary focus of our concern is the location of the proposed Purple Line
stations.

The AA/DEIS does not go into great detail about the station locations
and detail of design.  However from related documents it has been
stated that the stations will be designed to be ‘walkable’ and to have
passenger drop-off arrangements; and no parking for commuters.   We
have serious concerns about the proposed Lyttonsville station.
1. To the extent it is located west of the Brookville Road overpass over
the Purple Line alignment it will be fairly distant from many residential
locations and hence may have limited access by pedestrians, and
resulting limited usage.
2. The further its location is beyond walking distance, to the degree it is
used, it will proportionally have greater drop-off or ‘kiss and ride’
ridership.  This will mean an increase in traffic flow to the station.   We
are concerned that the result of a system, the Purple Line, with an
objective of getting people to use mass transit and be less auto
dependant will cause more auto traffic through Linden to get to the
Lyttonsville station.
We propose considering a location further to the east, roughly aligned
with Stewart Lane, a street which intersects with Brookville and serves
the Brookville industrial area.    The benefits of a station located here
would include the following:
1. Walking distance proximity to Linden and hence being attractive to a
good number of area residents.
2. Improved  access for the Rosemary Hills neighborhood, both the
single family area and many of the multi family properties, as well as the
proximity to the well-utilized Coffield Community Center.
3. Proximity to the main entrance of Forest Glen Annex (FGA) of Fort
Detrick (until recently the facility was the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center Forest Glen Annex) which is on Brookville Road at Stewart Lane.
FGA, under BRAC, is getting several hundred additional employees.
Additionally the Walter Reed Army Medical Museum is to be re-located
at FGA, which will draw tourists and visitors (we understand from the
Army that the museum receives from 50,000 to 55,000 visitors annually).
Linden is concerned about BRAC’s impact on traffic flow through our
neighborhood as a greater number of people will have FGA as their daily
destination.   The Purple Line, with a station in proximity to the main
entrance of FGA, will be able to draw a large number of employees and
visitors to it via transit instead of auto.
4. We understand that there is planning going on about long term
enhancement of the MARC train’s Brunswick Line.   Included in that
conversation is the potential for a station in the area of Linden Lane
(which would also serve FGA, Linden and the new residential
development at National Park Seminary).   By having a Purple Line
station at Stewart Lane these two stations would then be within distance
for pedestrians (assuming pedestrian connection from the new MARC
station and Brookville Road, which would have to run parallel to the CSX
tracks and between the tracks and FGA’s perimeter); and provides for
an inter-face between MARC-Brunswick and the Purple Line at a
location in addition to Silver Spring.



We are concerned that the AA/DEIS’s brief reference to BRAC (pages 1-
10 to 1-11) did not refer to impact at FGA at all, let alone the transfer of
new functions, employees and the museum and the resulting traffic
impact on the surrounding area (and the potential for the proposed
transit line to provide relief from  the traffic impact).

While the AA/DEIS makes some reference to existing land use and
comprehensive plans covering areas proximate to the Purple Line
alignment it did not discuss the North and West Silver Spring Master
Plan which describes the 3,000 people who work in the Brookville
industrial area (this is private sector employees and does not include
FGA).  A Stewart Lane Purple Line station location would provide non-
auto access to this employment node.  This master plan also includes a
recommendation to “maximize” use of public transportation for access to
FGA (page 40).

While we believe a Stewart Lane area station location would best serve
the objectives of the Purple Line we would not be opposed to an
additional station a little west of the discussed Lyttonsville location.  At
Grubb Road extended at the Purple Line alignment would provide
access to the proposed “yard” for the Purple Line in or near the current
Montgomery County’s Ride On bus system storage and maintenance
facility.  A stop here would give access the multi family developments on
Brookville on the south side of the Purple Line alignment.   As a general
rule we would favor more stations, not fewer, in order to increase usage.
Operationally not every station would need to have every train stop –
there could be “local” and “express” stations.

We look forward to the future dialogue on this important new addition to
our region’s public transit system.



 - RECORD #2759 DETAIL
First Name : Frederic C.
Last Name : Cooper
Business Name : Linden Civic Association
Address : 2107 Westview Terrace
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : f.cooper@comcast.net



Submission Content/Notes : LINDEN CIVIC ASSOCATION
Silver Spring, Maryland

       2107 Westview Terrace
       Silver Spring, MD  20910-1327
Diane Ratcliff, Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration
6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

Re: Purple Line Alternatives Analysis Draft Environmental Impact
Statement

We have reviewed the cited AA/DEIS concerning the long awaited
Purple Line.   Linden is a neighborhood in Silver Spring bounded by I-
495 (the Beltway) on the north, Georgia Avenue on the east, the CSX
tracks on the west and Brookville Road on the south.

While the neighborhood has an overall preference for a rail system over
a bus system for the Purple Line, with the preference being attributed to
a general sense of rails’ greater reliability, permanence and speed, the
primary focus of our concern is the location of the proposed Purple Line
stations.

The AA/DEIS does not go into great detail about the station locations
and detail of design.  However from related documents it has been
stated that the stations will be designed to be ‘walkable’ and to have
passenger drop-off arrangements; and no parking for commuters.   We
have serious concerns about the proposed Lyttonsville station.
1. To the extent it is located west of the Brookville Road overpass over
the Purple Line alignment it will be fairly distant from many residential
locations and hence may have limited access by pedestrians, and
resulting limited usage.
2. The further its location is beyond walking distance, to the degree it is
used, it will proportionally have greater drop-off or ‘kiss and ride’
ridership.  This will mean an increase in traffic flow to the station.   We
are concerned that the result of a system, the Purple Line, with an
objective of getting people to use mass transit and be less auto
dependant will cause more auto traffic through Linden to get to the
Lyttonsville station.
We propose considering a location further to the east, roughly aligned
with Stewart Lane, a street which intersects with Brookville and serves
the Brookville industrial area.    The benefits of a station located here
would include the following:
1. Walking distance proximity to Linden and hence being attractive to a
good number of area residents.
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2. Improved  access for the Rosemary Hills neighborhood, both the
single family area and many of the multi family properties, as well as the
proximity to the well-utilized Coffield Community Center.
3. Proximity to the main entrance of Forest Glen Annex (FGA) of Fort
Detrick (until recently the facility was the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center Forest Glen Annex) which is on Brookville Road at Stewart Lane.
FGA, under BRAC, is getting several hundred additional employees.
Additionally the Walter Reed Army Medical Museum is to be re-located
at FGA, which will draw tourists and visitors (we understand from the
Army that the museum receives from 50,000 to 55,000 visitors annually).
Linden is concerned about BRAC’s impact on traffic flow through our



neighborhood as a greater number of people will have FGA as their daily
destination.   The Purple Line, with a station in proximity to the main
entrance of FGA, will be able to draw a large number of employees and
visitors to it via transit instead of auto.
4. We understand that there is planning going on about long term
enhancement of the MARC train’s Brunswick Line.   Included in that
conversation is the potential for a station in the area of Linden Lane
(which would also serve FGA, Linden and the new residential
development at National Park Seminary).   By having a Purple Line
station at Stewart Lane these two stations would then be within distance
for pedestrians (assuming pedestrian connection from the new MARC
station and Brookville Road, which would have to run parallel to the CSX
tracks and between the tracks and FGA’s perimeter); and provides for
an inter-face between MARC-Brunswick and the Purple Line at a
location in addition to Silver Spring.

We are concerned that the AA/DEIS’s brief reference to BRAC (pages 1-
10 to 1-11) did not refer to impact at FGA at all, let alone the transfer of
new functions, employees and the museum and the resulting traffic
impact on the surrounding area (and the potential for the proposed
transit line to provide relief from  the traffic impact).

While the AA/DEIS makes some reference to existing land use and
comprehensive plans covering areas proximate to the Purple Line
alignment it did not discuss the North and West Silver Spring Master
Plan which describes the 3,000 people who work in the Brookville
industrial area (this is private sector employees and does not include
FGA).  A Stewart Lane Purple Line station location would provide non-
auto access to this employment node.  This master plan also includes a
recommendation to “maximize” use of public transportation for access to
FGA (page 40).

While we believe a Stewart Lane area station location would best serve
the objectives of the Purple Line we would not be opposed to an
additional station a little west of the discussed Lyttonsville location.  At
Grubb Road extended at the Purple Line alignment would provide
access to the proposed “yard” for the Purple Line in or near the current
Montgomery County’s Ride On bus system storage and maintenance
facility.  A stop here would give access the multi family developments on
Brookville on the south side of the Purple Line alignment.   As a general
rule we would favor more stations, not fewer, in order to increase usage.
Operationally not every station would need to have every train stop –
there could be “local” and “express” stations.
Linden Civic Association/ Purple Line Letter, page 3

We look forward to the future dialogue on this important new addition to
our region’s public transit system.

Sincerely,

Fredric C. Cooper, for Linden Civic Association
301/960-4162

Cc: Bill Warren, President Linden Civic Association
Attachments : Linden Civic Association.pdf (58 kb)



LINDEN CIVIC ASSOCATION 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

        
       2107 Westview Terrace 
       Silver Spring, MD  20910-1327 
Diane Ratcliff, Director of Planning 
Maryland Transit Administration 
6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
 
Dear Ms. Ratcliff: 
 
Re: Purple Line Alternatives Analysis Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
 
We have reviewed the cited AA/DEIS concerning the long awaited Purple Line.   Linden is a 
neighborhood in Silver Spring bounded by I-495 (the Beltway) on the north, Georgia Avenue on the east, 
the CSX tracks on the west and Brookville Road on the south. 
 
While the neighborhood has an overall preference for a rail system over a bus system for the Purple 
Line, with the preference being attributed to a general sense of rails’ greater reliability, permanence and 
speed, the primary focus of our concern is the location of the proposed Purple Line stations. 
 
The AA/DEIS does not go into great detail about the station locations and detail of design.  However 
from related documents it has been stated that the stations will be designed to be ‘walkable’ and to 
have passenger drop-off arrangements; and no parking for commuters.   We have serious concerns 
about the proposed Lyttonsville station.   

1. To the extent it is located west of the Brookville Road overpass over the Purple Line alignment it 
will be fairly distant from many residential locations and hence may have limited access by 
pedestrians, and resulting limited usage. 

2. The further its location is beyond walking distance, to the degree it is used, it will proportionally 
have greater drop-off or ‘kiss and ride’ ridership.  This will mean an increase in traffic flow to the 
station.   We are concerned that the result of a system, the Purple Line, with an objective of 
getting people to use mass transit and be less auto dependant will cause more auto traffic 
through Linden to get to the Lyttonsville station. 

We propose considering a location further to the east, roughly aligned with Stewart Lane, a street which 
intersects with Brookville and serves the Brookville industrial area.    The benefits of a station located 
here would include the following: 

1. Walking distance proximity to Linden and hence being attractive to a good number of area 
residents. 
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2. Improved  access for the Rosemary Hills neighborhood, both the single family area and many of 
the multi family properties, as well as the proximity to the well-utilized Coffield Community 
Center. 

3. Proximity to the main entrance of Forest Glen Annex (FGA) of Fort Detrick (until recently the 
facility was the Walter Reed Army Medical Center Forest Glen Annex) which is on Brookville 
Road at Stewart Lane.   FGA, under BRAC, is getting several hundred additional employees.  
Additionally the Walter Reed Army Medical Museum is to be re-located at FGA, which will draw 
tourists and visitors (we understand from the Army that the museum receives from 50,000 to 
55,000 visitors annually).   Linden is concerned about BRAC’s impact on traffic flow through our 
neighborhood as a greater number of people will have FGA as their daily destination.   The 
Purple Line, with a station in proximity to the main entrance of FGA, will be able to draw a large 
number of employees and visitors to it via transit instead of auto.  

4. We understand that there is planning going on about long term enhancement of the MARC 
train’s Brunswick Line.   Included in that conversation is the potential for a station in the area of 
Linden Lane (which would also serve FGA, Linden and the new residential development at 
National Park Seminary).   By having a Purple Line station at Stewart Lane these two stations 
would then be within distance for pedestrians (assuming pedestrian connection from the new 
MARC station and Brookville Road, which would have to run parallel to the CSX tracks and 
between the tracks and FGA’s perimeter); and provides for an inter-face between MARC-
Brunswick and the Purple Line at a location in addition to Silver Spring. 

 
We are concerned that the AA/DEIS’s brief reference to BRAC (pages 1-10 to 1-11) did not refer to 
impact at FGA at all, let alone the transfer of new functions, employees and the museum and the 
resulting traffic  impact on the surrounding area (and the potential for the proposed transit line to 
provide relief from  the traffic impact). 
 
While the AA/DEIS makes some reference to existing land use and comprehensive plans covering areas 
proximate to the Purple Line alignment it did not discuss the North and West Silver Spring Master Plan 
which describes the 3,000 people who work in the Brookville industrial area (this is private sector 
employees and does not include FGA).  A Stewart Lane Purple Line station location would provide non-
auto access to this employment node.  This master plan also includes a recommendation to “maximize” 
use of public transportation for access to FGA (page 40). 
 
While we believe a Stewart Lane area station location would best serve the objectives of the Purple Line 
we would not be opposed to an additional station a little west of the discussed Lyttonsville location.  At 
Grubb Road extended at the Purple Line alignment would provide access to the proposed “yard” for the 
Purple Line in or near the current Montgomery County’s Ride On bus system storage and maintenance 
facility.  A stop here would give access the multi family developments on Brookville on the south side of 
the Purple Line alignment.   As a general rule we would favor more stations, not fewer, in order to 
increase usage.  Operationally not every station would need to have every train stop – there could be 
“local” and “express” stations. 
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We look forward to the future dialogue on this important new addition to our region’s public transit 
system. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Fredric C. Cooper, for Linden Civic Association 
301/960-4162 
 
Cc: Bill Warren, President Linden Civic Association 



 - RECORD #219 DETAIL
First Name : kristen
Last Name : hohman
Business Name : locust hill citizens association
Address : 4802 Enfield Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : kjhohman@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please build the Purple Line. Transit is the way of the future. It will

benefit all of us, citizens as well as businesses. The Beltway should be
left the size it is and future cross-county traffic will get squeeze onto
transit. Thank you, Kristen Hohman



 - RECORD #2783 DETAIL
First Name : Patricia A.
Last Name : Tyson
Business Name : Lyttonsville Civic Association
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : patriciatysnnn@aol.com



Submission Content/Notes : MEMORANDUM

To:        purpleline@mtamaryland.com

From:    Patricia A. Tyson, Secretary (patriciatysnnn@aol.com)
 Lyttonsville Civic Association

 Charlotte A. Coffield (cacoffield@aol.com)
               Member - Lyttonsville Civic Association

Subject:  Purple Line Impacts and Concerns of  Lyttonsville Community

Our principle concern relates to MTA’s likely recommendation to locate a
rapid transit maintenance facility in the Lyttonsville community.    We do
not support putting a maintenance facility in Lyttonsville.

I.  To date, MTA has not addressed the following community concerns.

 A.   The size and location of a possible maintenance facility in
Lyttonsville has not been disclosed to community residents

 B.  Residents are concerned about the noise levels associated with the
operation of a transit maintenance facility in our community.

 C.  Residents are concerned about the hours of operation of the facility
and the impact on traffic patterns.

 D.  Residents are concerned about the number of employees needed
for maintenance and their impact on parking, traffic and litter.

 E.  Residents want more information about the relationship, if any,
between a maintenance yard and a possible transit station.

 F.  Why was the residential Lyttonsville community was selected as a
likely site for a maintenance facility?

 G.  What will be the impact on the community during the construction of
a maintenance yard and a possible Lyttonsville station?

II.  Other concerns relate to the final transit mode, i.e., light rail transit
(LRT) or bus rapid transit (BRT).

Why has MTA not organized a “walk through” of possible Purple Line
alignments (and maintenance facility location) in the Lyttonsville
community as it has done at some East Silver Spring neighborhoods?

Why has MTA not discussed possible locations of a Lyttonsville transit
stop/station with residents?

III.  Residents are generally concerned that questions raised by the
community during the MTA focus meetings have not been answered to
the satisfaction of the community.

cc: Governor O’Malley
      Secretary Porcari
      County Executive Leggett
      County Council President Andrews

Attachments : Lyttonsville Civic Association.pdf (33 kb)



January 14, 2009

MEMORANDUM

To: purpleline@mtamaryland.com

From: Patricia A. Tyson, Secretary (patriciatysnnn@aol.com)
Lyttonsville Civic Association

Charlotte A. Coffield (cacoffield@aol.com)
Member - Lyttonsville Civic Association

Subject: Purple Line Impacts and Concerns of Lyttonsville Community 

Our principle concern relates to MTA’s likely recommendation to locate a rapid transit 
maintenance facility in the Lyttonsville community. We do not support putting a maintenance 
facility in Lyttonsville.

I. To date, MTA has not addressed the following community concerns.

A. The size and location of a possible maintenance facility in Lyttonsville has not been 
disclosed to community residents

B. Residents are concerned about the noise levels associated with the operation of a transit 
maintenance facility in our community.

C. Residents are concerned about the hours of operation of the facility and the impact on traffic 
patterns. 

D. Residents are concerned about the number of employees needed for maintenance and their 
impact on parking, traffic and litter.

E. Residents want more information about the relationship, if any, between a maintenance yard 
and a possible transit station.

F. Why was the residential Lyttonsville community was selected as a likely site for a 
maintenance facility?

G. What will be the impact on the community during the construction of a maintenance yard and 
a possible Lyttonsville station?

II. Other concerns relate to the final transit mode, i.e., light rail transit (LRT) or bus rapid 
transit (BRT).

Why has MTA not organized a “walk through” of possible Purple Line alignments (and 
maintenance facility location) in the Lyttonsville community as it has done at some East Silver 
Spring neighborhoods?



Why has MTA not discussed possible locations of a Lyttonsville transit stop/station with 
residents?

III. Residents are generally concerned that questions raised by the community during the 
MTA focus meetings have not been answered to the satisfaction of the community.

cc: Governor O’Malley
Secretary Porcari
County Executive Leggett
County Council President Andrews



 - RECORD #192 DETAIL
First Name : Laurie
Last Name : Kelly
Business Name : Exec. Director, Maryland International Corridor CDC
Address : 1835 University Blvd. E.
City : Langley Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address : teukellys@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line is essential to the Langley Park area, which is greatly

underserved.  We need light rail instead of express bus because:

-- The majority of the working class uses public transportation.  They
need the best mode available;
-- It WILL be faster despite minor differences in measured trip times
because it will use a dedicated lane along the whole route;
-- It will be cleaner for the air, water and soil;
-- We desperately need the associated transit center to be built at the
Takoma-Langley Crossroads, as well as a stop on University Blvd. at
Riggs Rd.  The transit center will save the lives of pedestrians using
extremely crowded bus stops by getting riders off of the 6-lane arterials,
onto the crosswalks, and into the center.
-- Light rail will reduce traffic congestion, further improving pedestrian
safety as well as travel time;
-- Encourage revitalization of our community with new transit-oriented
development;
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks, crosswalks and paths.



 - RECORD #1148 DETAIL
First Name : Marc
Last Name : Kapastin
Business Name : MICCDC/Quantum Companies
Address : 4912 Del Ray Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Marc Kapastin, that's M-A-R-C, K-A-P-A-S-T-I-N. I'm
Chairman of Maryland's International Corridor and Community
Development Corporation, 1835 University Boulevard, Langley Park,
Maryland, and general counsel of Quantum Companies, 4912 Delray
Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland.

A bit of background about me. I have served as the Chairman of the
Economic Development Committee of the Prince George's Chamber of
Commerce, as well as the Director on the Board of Directors of the
Prince George's Economic Development Corporation.

For the past 20 years, I have been instrumental in the redevelopment
and repositioning of the Beltway Plaza Mall in Greenbelt and we are not
finished yet.

University Boulevard, Route 193, is Maryland's international corridor and
its intersection with Riggs Road, Route 212, is the center of our
universe.

By the way, my company owns five shopping centers and an office
building at that corner where incidentally there is a planned purple line
stop.

So I'm here tonight in both capacities in support of a light rail alternative
for the purple line. As I'm sure you're aware, Montgomery County and
Prince George's County have undertaken sector planning for the
crossroads at New Hampshire Avenue and University Boulevard as well
as the vitally important intersection at Riggs Road and University.

The purple line is the lynchpin and catalyst, the one absolute
prerequisite for the redevelopment of the international corridor in the
commercial district of Langley Park.

Smart growth dictates the building of a light rail purple line. As the City of
Takoma Park recognized in a resolution that passed on Monday night,
the purple line would connect many transit dependent  residents in both
counties with important regional employment centers, including
University of Maryland and its transit stops, would foster the substantial
development capacity for higher mixed use densities near the proposed
stops.

Beltway Plaza and its owners are supporters of the University of
Maryland Athletic Department through advertising arrangements as well
as the alumni club.

We feel it's imperative that the purple line have a transit stop in the
center of campus to serve the sports and cultural event participants as
well as the student body and employees of the university and visitors to
the university.

We join the city of Takoma Park in its conclusion that light rail transit
medium investment alternative would provide the most efficient,
convenient, safe and healthy transportation and do the best job of
improving the fiscal, environmental and economic health of the inner
beltway area of the State of Maryland.

In building the purple line, we would join other enlightened major urban
centers of our country in pursuing light rail transit projects to achieve the
advantages already realized in Portland, Denver and Charlotte. Some of
those other enlightened jurisdictions are Honolulu, Atlanta, Phoenix and
Kansas City for starters.



Atlanta's beltline with that 22 miles of light rail transit at a cost of almost
$3 billion to create a multi modal loop utilizing historic rail segments to
encircle its urban core, for example.

For all the aforegoing reasons and those enumerated by other
proponents at these hearings and in the Takoma Park resolution, we
enthusiastically support a light rail transit alternative for the purple line.



 - RECORD #1432 DETAIL
First Name : Ralph
Last Name : Bennett
Business Name : MOCO Affadavit Housing
Address : 115 Southwood Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Thank you for the opportunity to speak. My name is Ralph Bennett, R-A-

L-P-H, B-E-N-N-E-T-T. I represent the Affordable Housing Conference in
Montgomery County. We are affordable housing advocates who sponsor
three events a year to stimulate interest in affordable housing in the
county and to provide occasions for advocates and providers meet for
education advocacy and networking.

We're enthusiastically in favor of a fixed route rail option for the Purple
Line and believe it is long overdue. The ability to afford housing relates
to the cost of living. And while convention suggests that no one should
spend more than a third of their gross income for housing, we know that
many families in the region which will be served by the Purple Line pay
much more than that.

Transportation typically consumes another
19 to 20 percent of such families' total budgets and is essential for
access to employment. At current prices, Metro bus cost 2.50 dollars a
day from College Park to Bethesda, a total of 625 dollars for a year.
Great price, poor service. The trip takes more than an hour, leaving the
cars the only viable alternative. Car ownership cost between 6 and 7
thousand dollars, 10 or 11 times the cost of public transportation.

According to a consultant to the town of Chevy Chase, which is
expensively opposed to the rail alternative, light rail is faster than bus
rapid transit. He contends that a trip from Bethesda to College Park will
take 30 minutes on the LRT and 50 minutes on the bus rapid transit
along the opponent's favorite route.

Alternatives to bus and car are clearly needed for the region, for the 21st
century. Many American cities have shown that light rail is the answer.
The convenience and low use cost of light rail are obvious and overdue
for all of us. But the benefits will most dramatically effect the lives of our
lower income neighbors who now commute to work and school around
the beltway. Please build the Purple Line and build it soon. Thank you.



 - RECORD #312 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Cochrane
Business Name : Chair, Montgomery Bicycle Advocates (MoBike)
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : WEBGECKO@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Ms. Ratcliff,

Please see the attached document containing formal input by
Montgomery
Bicycle Advocates (MoBike) regarding the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  Thank
you.

Jack Cochrane

7121 Thomas Branch Drive
Bethesda, MD   20817
webgecko@earthlink.net
301-503-9931

Attachments : MoBikePLltr3.pdf (19 kb)



Montgomery Bicycle Advocates 
Montgomery County, Maryland 

November 17, 2008 

Diane Ratcliff, 
MTA Director of Planning, 
6 St. Paul Street, 9th Floor, 
Baltimore, MD 21202  

Re:  MoBike comments on the Purple Line AA/DEIS 

Dear Ms. Ratcliff: 

I am writing to express the views of Montgomery Bicycle Advocates (MoBike) on the 
proposed Purple Line transit project.  MoBike is an advocacy group dedicated to 
supporting the needs of bicyclists in Montgomery County. 

While MoBike does not have a formal position on whether or not the Purple Line should 
be built, we feel compelled to respond to Purple Line opponents who have claimed that a 
transit line is incompatible with the Capital Crescent Trail.  After carefully reviewing the 
Purple Line AA/DEIS, we are certain that the Purple Line can be built in a way that does 
not adversely affect the value and utility of the trail.  In fact, the Purple Line provides an 
opportunity to complete the trail into Silver Spring, a connection that is essential to the 
trail network and that appears to be very difficult to achieve without the Purple Line. 

Protecting and completing the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) is of paramount importance 
to us.  Whatever Purple Line design is chosen, it must preserve the existing section of 
trail and support its completion into Silver Spring.  It's critical that the CCT be completed 
so it can serve as the east-west spine of the bikeway network in lower Montgomery 
County.

We support many of the design features shown in the AA/DEIS that are proposed for the 
rebuilt trail.  We support a paved trail surface, trail bridges and tunnels crossing major 
roadways, good vertical and horizontal separation between trail and transit wherever 
possible, and a direct off-road connection between the Capital Crescent Trail and the 
Rock Creek hiker/biker trail.  A number of Purple Line options, particularly the medium 
and high investment light rail options, would offer major advantages to trail users by 
eliminating the need for several at-grade crossings of busy intersections such as the ones 
at Connecticut Avenue, Jones Bridge Road, and 16th Street.  If the Purple Line is built, 
we urge MTA to consider the interests of trail users in the creation of these new crossings 
when selecting from among the available build options. 
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It is essential to the integrity and functionality of the trail that it be well connected to the 
urban centers and other trails at both ends.  If the Purple Line is built, then the trail must 
be built on the direct alignment on a trail bridge over Colesville Road, to have a seamless 
connection to the Metropolitan Branch Trail in the new Silver Spring transit center.  The 
trail must also remain in the Bethesda Tunnel for a grade separated crossing of Wisconsin 
Avenue and an easy connection to the western section of the Capital Crescent Trail.  We 
also support an alternate surface route along Willow Street and Bethesda Avenue.  This is 
vital to allowing trail users to cross Wisconsin Avenue during hours when the tunnel is 
closed, and to provide connections to local destinations. 

Our primary objection to the Purple Line as currently envisioned is that the AA/DEIS 
documents contemplate a final Capital Crescent Trail that is only 10 feet wide.  The 
proposed 10’ width is an improvement over the current effective width of the interim trial 
in some places, but it will not be adequate to meet demand.  This is demonstrated daily 
on the existing paved section of the CCT, where there are regular reports of user conflicts 
and accidents due to overcrowding.  Heavily used regional trails like the CCT should be 
built to a width of 12’ or more.  The right-of-way is wide enough to accommodate a 12' 
trail, and MoBike urges the MTA to evaluate the feasibility and cost of a wider CCT 
alongside the Purple Line. 

A completed CCT would be a vital companion to the rail line, allowing transit users to 
reach the stations without having to drive.  Bicyclists frequently use transit for part of 
their trips.  Therefore good access to transit is essential.  We hope to work with you 
closely as you move forward with the planning process to make sure the Purple Line 
maximizes opportunities for improved bicycling infrastructure along the entire length of 
the Georgetown Branch right of way and the Capital Crescent Trail. 

Sincerely,

Jack Cochrane,
Chair, Montgomery Bicycle Advocates 
7121 Thomas Branch Drive 
Bethesda, MD   20817 
webgecko@earthlink.net

cc: Montgomery County Council 
 Montgomery County Planning Board 
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